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THE 


Detedor  Detected. 


AS  foon  as  I  had  read  in  the  News- Papers 
the  Title  of  the  Book  which  gave  Oc- 
cafion  for  what  follows,  and  had  heard 
it  laid  to  a  noble  Peer,  whofe  Writings 
and  Speeches  had  formerly  given  me 
great  Satisfaction,  I  fent  diredlly  for  it  to  my  Book- 
feller  ;  but  the  Clofenefs  of  the  Print,  and  the 
Number  of  the  Pages,  together  with  that  Con- 
fuiion  and  Obfcurity  in  the  Stile,  which  I  obfcrved 
in  every  Paragraph  upon  which  I  at  firft  caft  my 
Eye,  gave  me  fuch  a  Diftafte,  and  fuch  an  Aflu- 
rance  of  its  not  being  the  Offspring  of  that  noble 
Peer,  that,  without  a  Perufal,  I  condemned  it  to 
the  common  Fate  of  fuch  Performances ;  and 
fhould  have  made  the  proper  Ufe  of  it,  if  I  had 
not  heard  it  induftrioufly  recommended,  and  its 
being  unanfwerable  ftrongly  infifted  on,  by  fome 
of  our  nezv  mi?jijierial  Tools.  Upon  this,  I  re- 
folved,  however  troublefome,  to  read  it  over  ':vitb 
Attention  •,  and  now,  after  having  finifhed  my  la* 
hcrious  and  perpkxing  Tafk,  I  muft  fay,  never 
Author  hit  his  own  Charadler  better  tiian  this  has 
done,  in  the  Quotation  he  makes  from  another 
upon  No?ifenfe.  * 

As  this  is  the  true  Charadler  of  the  Book,  and 

as  the  true  Author,  as  well  as  Compiler,   is  now 

A  2  pretty 
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pretty  well  known,  the  World  may  perhaps  look 
upon  both  with  fo  much  Contempt  as  to  think, 
that  neither  deferves  a   ferious  Reply;  but  as  this 
voluminous  Piece  feems  defign'd,  by  its  Verbofity, 
Pr-olixity,   and   Sophiftry,    to  confound   Mankind, 
and  to  lead  them  into  a  Belief,  that  our  Conftitu- 
tion  is  in  no  Danger,  or  that  it  is  impoffible  to  pre- 
ferve  it,  I  think  it  neceffary,  and  therefore  fhall  en- 
deavour to  prevent  fuch  a  fatal  Effedl,  not  by  a  re- 
gular Anfwer  to  this  elaborate  Piece  of  Nonfenfe^ 
which,  after  fo  many  Anfwers,  is  become  quite  un- 
neceflary,    but   by    treating  in  a  juft   and   diftind 
Manner   thofe  Points,    which  by   this  Author  are 
moft  grofly  and  moft  wickedly  mifreprefented 'v  in 
order  thereby  to  eftablifh  the  Principles  of  our  Go- 
vernment upon  their  right  Bafis,  and  to  fhew  the 
Danger  we  are  now  in  of  having  them  fundamen- 
tally overturn'd.     For  this  Purpofe  I  fliall  anfwer, 
as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  four  following  Queftions. 

Firji,  What  is  the  original  and  true  Conflitutioti 
of  our  Government,  and  whether  it  is  not  in  greater 
Danger  of  being  fubverted,  by  the  Methods  we 
have  taken  to  new  model  it  fince  the  Rejloration^ 
than  ever  it  was  before. 

Secondly^  What  the  People  expected  from  the 
late  Oppofers,  and  were  by  them  moji  indujirioujly 
taught  to  expedt. 

Thirdly,  How  the  late  Change  was  brought  about, 
and  particularly  whether  it  was  by  any  effectual 
Power  now  fubfifting  in  the  People,  or  by  the  Im- 
prudence or  Pufillanimity  of  the  then  Prime  Mini- 
fter,  efpecially  by  his  believing  himfelf  to  be  in  a 
State  of  Security,  from  the  ill  Succefs  of  the  famous 
Motion  at  the  End  of  laft  Parliament. 

Fourthly^  What  we  have  got  by  the  late  Change 
In  our  Adminiftration,  how  we  got  it,  and  whether 
it  is  like  to  be  of  any  Advantage  to  us. 

The 
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The  Reader  will  fee,    that  every  one  of  thefe 
Qaeftions  confifts  of  two  or  more   Parts,    each  of 
which   I   (hall  anfwer   in   courfe,    and  occafionally 
take  notice  of  fome  of  the  moft  deceitful  and  dan- 
gerous Mifreprefentations  or  Falfhoods  contained  in 
t\\\s  fcurr Hon s  Libel ^  which  have  not  hitherto  been 
fully   enough   expofed.     To  begin   with    my    firft 
Queftion:  If  I  had  Leifure,    and   if  my   defign'd 
Brevity  would  permit  me  to  enter  deep  into   this 
Subjed,    I   could  fhew,  that  all  the  Miferies  which 
have    been    brought    upon   Mankind    by   lawlefs 
Power   and   arbitrary    Rule^    proceed    from    Mens 
not    diftinguifhing   properly   between  Dignity   and 
Power.     By   Dignity,    I    mean    that   Refpedl   and 
Efteem,  which  a  Man  has  in  his  Country  or  Neigh- 
bourhood :    By  Power,    I    mean   focLal  Power,    or 
that  Power  which  proceeds  from  the  Laws,  Cuf- 
toms,    or    Regulations   of  any   particular  Society, 
and  not  from  the  Property  or  Qualities  of  any  par- 
ticular Perfon.    The  former   may,   nay  will  go  by 
hereditary  Right  ;    whereas  the  latter  never  ought 
to  go  by  hereditary  Right,  but  by  Ele5lion  of  fome 
Kind   or   other.     The  Son  of  a  great  and  ancient 
Family,  or  of  a  Man  who  has  done  great  Services 
to  his  Country,  will   have  Dignity,  even   tho*  by 
the  Laws  of  his  Country  he  has  neither  laities  nor 
Power  \    and    if    he    fhould    ftand    Candidate    for 
Power   againft  a  Man  of  no  Dignity,   nor   any    fu- 
perior  Merit,  he  ought  to  be  preferred  :  If  he  has 
equal  Addrefs,  as  well  as  equal  Merit,  he  certainly 
will  be  preferred.     But  whatever   may  have  been 
the  Merit  of  a  Man's  Father  or  Anceftors,  if  he 
has  in  himfelf  no  Merit,   he  ought  not  to   be   in- 
verted with  Power,  becaufe  the  Society  may  fuffer 
greatly   by   the  weak  or  wicked  Ufc  he  makes  of 
it.     This  Confideration  will  fhew  how  necediiry  it 
is    to    make    a    Diftindion    between   Dignity     and 
Power,  and  yet  this  Diftindion   has  never,    fo   far 
as 4  have  read,  been  properly  made  by  any  but  the 
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antient  Germans.  By  them  it  was  well  underftood 
and  duly  obferved.  They  had  hereditary  Kings 
as  well  as  hereditary  Princes  or  Nobles ;  but  both 
were  Titles  of  Dignity  only.  The  Titles  pafTed  by 
hereditary  Right ;  but  no  Power  was  annexed  to 
either ;  for  the  Adembly  of  the  People  was  the 
Supreme  Lazvgiver  and  Judge  of  the  Society ;  and 
there  they  chofe  their  Chief  General  in  Time  of 
War,  which  was  ufually  the  King,  if  he  was 
thought  as  fit  for  that  high  Office  as  any  other 
Member  of  the  Society  •,  as  to  which  they  were 
certainly  in  the  right :  Nations  may  be  governed 
by  Councils,  but  an  Army  muft  be  conduced  by 
one  fingle  Man ;  therefore  it  ought  always  to  have 
a  IVIjin  of  Senfe,  Courage,  and  Experience  at  its 
Heady  for  it  is  ridiculous  to  expofe  Thousands  of 
Irave  Men  to  almofl:  certain  Deftrudlion,  by  putting 
them  under  the  Command  of  a  Madman  or  Fooly 
€nly  hecaufc  his  Mother  faid  he  was  the  Son  of  her 
Ilufl'and. 

That  this  was  the  antient  German  Conftitution  I 
could  avince,  as  clearly  as  the  lame  and  dark  Ac- 
counts we  have  of  thofe  People  can  be  fuppofed  to 
admit  j  aiu.1  I  could  fliew,  that  the  Form  of  Go- 
vernment eftabllfhed  in  this  Country  by  the  Saxons 
was  of  the  very  fame  Nature  ;  but  this  would  lead 
me  into  a  more  ample  Refearch  into  our  antient 
Hiftory  than  is  necefikry  for  my  prefent  Purpofe.  I 
mention  it  only  to  fhew,  that  if  we  ever  refolve  to 
do  what,  even  this  Author  admits,  ought  to  be 
frequently  done,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Confti- 
tution of  any  Country  ;  I  fay,  if  we  ever  refolve  to 
bring  our  Government  back  to  its  firfl  Principles  *, 
we  muft  fearch  for  thofe  Principles  among  our  An* 
eeftors  the  Saxons  •,  for  by  IVilliam  the  Conqueror 
our  Conftitution,  our  Laws,  nay  and  almoft  our 
whole  Property  too,  except  what  belonged  to  our 
then    treacherous   Churchmen,    were  entirely   over- 

turn'd. 
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turnM.  Our  Conftitution  or  Government,  fince  that 
Time,  has  been  in  a  continual  State  of  Variation 
and  Uncertainty :   Sometimes  Abfolute,   fometimes 
Anarchy,  fometimes  a  mild  and  limited  Monarchy, 
according  to  the  Genius  of  the  Prince  upon  the 
Throne,  and  the  reigning  Spirit  among  our  Nobles: 
The  King  infifting   upon  Prerogative,  the  Nobles 
upon  returni7ig  to   the  Laws  of  Edward   the 
Confessor,  among  them  a  Cant-IVord  made  ufe 
of  on  account  of  its  being  agreeable  to  the  People, 
tho'  it  was  certainly  what  they  cither  did   not  un- 
derftand,  or  would  not  have  agreed  to  i  becaufe  it 
would  have  ftript  them  of  a   great  deal  of  their 
Power,  and  lodged  it  where  it  antiently  was,  and  al- 
ways ought  to  be,  in  the  free  Choice  of  the  People ; 
for  every  one  knows,  that  according  to   the  Saxon 
Conftitution,  which  was  in  Part  reftored  after  the 
Conqueft,  all  Officers  were  either  chofen  by  the  Peo- 
ple in  their  feveral  Counties,  or  appointed  by  Aft  of 
Parliament,  or,  as  our  Hiftorians  exprefs  it,  hy  the 
King  in  Parliament  \  and  thofe  great  Officers  fo  ap- 
pointed had  the  abfolute  Nomination  of  thofe  under 
Officers  employ'd  diredly  under  themfelves:  They 
were   not   then  all    under  a  Prime  Mtnifter^    re- 
movable at  his  Pleafure,  and  confequently  obliged 
to  follow  his  Direftions  in  every  fuch  Nomination. 
If  this,   which  was  our  original  ConflitutioM,  were 
reftored,  it  would,  indeed,  efFc<5lualIy  prevent  any 
Danger  from  a  Power  of  corrupt  Influence  in  the 
Crown  ;   and,   I  am  afraid,   '■jiithciU  fcmcthing  like 
this  we  can  never  do  it  ejfcthially. 

Tho*  this  is  entering  deeper  into  the  Nature  of 
our  Conftitution,  than  molt  of  our  modern  Politi- 
cians will  care  to  follow  me  in,  yet  I  thought  it  ne- 
ccflary  to  premife  fo  much,  becaufe  from  hence  will 
appear  the  Reafon,  why  our  Contenders  for  Kingly 
Power  take  Care,  never  to  go  farther  back  than  tht 
Conqucfl.  That  is  to  fay,  in  order  to  fhew  us  what 
our  Conftitution  was  origifialfy^   they  fix  upon  a 
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Time  '•j^hen  it  zvas  totally  overturn'd^  and  as  abfo- 
lute  a  Government  let  up,  as  was  ever  eftablifh'd 
in  any  Country,  which  was  our  Cafe  during  the 
whole  Reign  of  William  the  Conqueror.  But  as  the 
Norman  Chiefs  v/ere  fenfible  of  the  Benefits  accruins 
to  the  Subjed  from  our  antient  Saxon  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, and  as  they  got  their  Power  eftablifhed 
by  the  Contention  among  the  Sons  and  SucceiTors 
of  IVilliani^  they  took  Care  to  confine  the  i'ower 
of  the  Crown  under  pretty  ftrid  Limitations,  fo  far 
cs  related  to  thernfelves  •,  and  at  laft  by  the  Attach- 
ment of  Henry  the  'Third  to  h\s  foreign  Favourites, 
and  the  Difcontents  thereby  occafioned,  the  People 
got  feme  Sort  of  Refemblance  of  the  Saxon  Form 
of  Government  reftored ;  and  our  Coniliitution  af- 
fumed  that  Form  in  which  it  at  prefent,  in  feme 
Meafure,  exifts.  But  it  would  be  eafy  to  fhew, 
that  the  People  were  at  that  Time  far  from  reco- 
vering all  the  Power  they  were  formerly  poflefs'd 
of  j  and  that  they  have  fince  lofi:  fome  of  the  Pow- 
ers they  then  recover'd  or  were  pofiefs'd  of,  without 
acquiring  any  new  in  their  Stead  -,  for  tho'  there 
may  now  be  a  greater  Share  of  Property  in  the 
Hands  of  the  People  than  was  at  any  Time  from 
the  Conquefl  to  the  Reftoration.,  yet  as  Property  of 
itfelf  gives  no  focial  Power.,  nor,  indeed,  any  great 
natural  Power.,  when  it  is  divided  among  fuch  a 
'Number  as  can  never  enter  into  a  general  Concert ^ 
therefore  the  Power  of  the  People  cannot  from 
thence  be  juftly  faid  to  have  increafed. 

After  having  thus  fhewn,  where  we  are  to  fearch 
for  the  frfi  Principles  of  our  Government,  in  cafe 
we  fhould  ever  refolve  to  bring  it  back  to  them,  I 
muft  obferve,  th^it  focial  Power  is  either  legiflative, 
jurifdidive,  or  military.  Under  the  firft  I  include 
that  Sort  of  focial  Power  which  is  or  may  be  called 
Confultative,  and  under  the  two  laft  I  include  that 
focial  Power  which  is  called  Executive ;  £q  that 
-cv,ery  Sort  of  focial  Power  rauft  either  be  legifla- 
4  tive 
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t'lve,  junfdidlve,  or  military ;  and  when  I  con- 
fider  what  a  fmall  Share  of  the  two  laft  is  now 
iodged  in  the  People,  and  compare  it  with  what 
they  formerly  enjoyed,  efpecially  before  the  Con- 
qiiiji^  I  am  furprifed,  how  any  Man  can  have  fo 
wron^  a  Head  as  to  imagine,  or  (o  falfe  a  Heart  as 
to  aflert,  that  the  Power  of  the  People  is  how 
greater,  or  near  fo  great  as  it  ought  to  be  according 
to  the  firft  Principles  of  our  Government  j  efpeci- 
al'y  now,  when  every  Power  remaining  in  the 
Hands  of  the  People,  whether  legiflative,  jurifdic- 
tive,  or  military,  is  like  to  be  turned  againft  then! 
by  the  Prevalence  of  Bribery  and  Corruption. 

This  is  now  the  Danger  to  which  our  Conftltu- 
tioT  lies  expofed,  and  I  fhall  fhew,  that  this  Dan- 
ger IS  greater  and  more  formidable  than  any  Danger 
i:  was  ever  expofed  to.  Tho'  our  People  have  long 
fince  rc-linquifhed  or  given  up  the  chief  Part  of  the 
Shi'C  they  had  in  the  military  Power  of  the  So- 
c-  y,  yet  they  have  ilill  retained  fuch  a  Share  in 
the  legiflative  and  jurifdidive,  as  enables  them  to 
give  a  Check  to  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  when 
they  find  it  has  been  exeicifed,  or  is  like  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  to  ♦■he  Prejudice  of  the  Society.  No  Law 
can  be  pafled,  no  Money  raifcdj  nor  any  regular 
Army  kept  up,  without  the  Confent  of  both  Houfes 
of-  I'arliament:  I'he  Houfe  of  Peers  are  llill  the 
fupreme  and  ultimate  Judges  of  Property  ;  and  by 
the  Profecution  of  the  Commons  and  Judgment  of 
the  Peers,  any  Minifter  or  Migillrate  may  be  pu- 
nifhed,  if  he  makes  a  bad  Ufe  of  the  Power  with 
which  he  is  intruded.  In  this  confifts  the  Freedom 
ot  our  Government,  and  the  Hflence  as  well  as 
Happinefs  of  our  Conftitution,  according  to  its  pre- 
fent  Form  }  and  while  we  have  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent Parliament,  this  will  be  a  Prote£}ion  to  the  In- 
nccent^  and  a  Terror  to  the  Guilty. 

In  all  thefe  Cafes,  and  in  everv  Cafe  that  comes 
before  Parliament,  as  alfo  in  all  Cafes  relating  to  the 
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Chufing  of  Maglftrates  or  Members  of  Parliamenf, 
every  Voter  ought  to  determine  himfelf  by  that  ^ 
lone  which  he  thinks  moft  for  the  publick  Good. 
At  Ele6lions,  every  Man  ought  to  vote  for  that 
Candidate,  who,  he  thinks,  has  ,the  beji  Head  and 
tho.  fotindeft  Heart  \  and  in  Parliament,  every  Mem- 
ber ought  in  all  Cafes  to  vote  for  that  Side  of  the 
Queftion  which  appears  to  be  moft  for  the  Good  of 
his  Country.  All  Confiderations  of  2i  private  or  fel- 
fijh  Nature  ought  to  be  thrown  entirely  afide.  But 
this  it  is  impoflible  to  exped :  Men  will  have  a  Re- 
gard to,  and  be  determined  by  their  private  Views, 
and  will  therefore  be  dire(5led  by  thofe  who  can  befi 
anfiver,  or  are  ahlcft  to  defeat  thofe  Views.  This 
It  is  impoflible  by  human  Policy  to  prevent:  By 
Penal  Laws  we  may  prevent  the  Influence  of  pub- 
lick  and  avowed  Menaces,  Promifes,  or  Gratuities ; 
but  we  cannot  prevent  the  Influence  of  thofe  that 
are  of  a  fecret  or  referved  Nature.  V/ith  Refped  to 
thefe,  all  we  can  do,  is  to  prevent  any  one  Man^  or 
Set  of  Men^  from  poflefling  fo  much  Riches  or 
Power  as  to  be  able  to  fpread  this  Poifon  univerfally 
among  the  People,  and  thereby  get  the  whole  Pow- 
er of  the  Society  into  his  or  their  Hands  •,  and  this 
we  ought  moft  cautioufly  to  prevent,  becaufe  our 
Government  would  then  become  an  abfolute  and 
arbitrary  Monarchy  or  Ariftocracy. 

In  this  Country,  tho*  we  have  nothing  like  an 
Agrarian  Law,  we  are  as  yet  in  no  Danger  of  this 
Efl*e61:  from  the  Power  or  Opulence  of  any  private 
Family  or  Corporation ;  but  from  the  increafed 
Power  and  Opulence  of  the  Crown,  we  are  nov/  in 
the  utm.oft  Danger ;  for  if  ever  the  Crown  fhould 
hy  fecret  or  referved  Menaces,  Promifes^  or  Gratui- 
ties, gain  the  abfolute  Diredlion  of  a  Majority  in 
each  Houfe  of  Parliament,  the  People  will  be  difa- 
bled  from  giving  any  Check  to  the  Power  of  the 
Crown,  Can  we  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  Parliament 
would  refufe  any  Sum  the  Crown  deflred,  or  to 
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Taife  it  in  any  Manner  the  Crown  prefcribecl  ? 
Would  fuch  a  Parliament  fcruple  to  pafs  any  Law 
prefented  to  them  by  the  Diredlions  of  a  Prime 
Minijler,  or  without  his  Confent  pafs  the  mnfi  popu- 
lar Bill  that  could  be  brought  before  them  ?  His 
Signal  would  give  a  Sandion  to  the  former  :  His 
fmgie  No,  would  ftamp  the  other  with  a  Veto, 
Would  fuch  a  Parliament  fufpend  their  Appro- 
bation to  the  moft  infamous  Treaty  of  Peace,  or 
cenfure  the  mcft  fcandalous  Conduol  of  any  ivarlike 
Expedition  ?  Would  fuch  a  Parliament  ever  call  a 
favourite  Minifter  to  Account  ?  Would  they  punifh 
a  favourite  Judge  for  perverting  Judgment  ?  Would 
not  tliey  acquit  the  moft  notorious  publick  Pilferer? 
Would  not  they  condemn  the  moft  innocent  Affer- 
tor  of  his  Country's  Rights  ?  In  fuch  a  Cafe  could 
any  Man's  Life,  Liberty,  or  Property  be  fafe? 
Could  he  fecure  himfelf  by  any  Means,  but  by  the 
moft  abje6t  Submifiion  to  the  Grand  Seignor  and  his 
Divan  ?  For  the  Members  of  fuch  a  Parliament, 
for  thdr  ozvn  Sakes,  would  take  Care  to  keep  up 
fuch  a  numerous  Army,  as  would  prevent  the  Pof- 
fibility  of  Refiftance.  In  fhorC,  we  ftkould  have  a 
moft  arbitrary  as  well  as  abfolute  Monarchy  efta- 
bliftied  ;  and  what  would  be  moft  provoking,  tbe 
Minifier  and  his  Tools  '•joould  her  ft  of  their  Sovereign's 
havnig  always  made  the  Laws  of  the  Land  the  Rule 
ef  his  Condu5f. 

This  would  be  our  Cafe  during  the  Continuance 
of  fuch  a  Parliament ;  and  by  multiplying  Penal 
Ld'-jb'Sy  and  inferior  Offices  in  the  Cuftoms  and  Ex- 
cife,  the  Crown  might,  from  one  finglc  Parliament 
of  this  Kind,  get  fuch  an  extenfive  Influence,  as 
to  be  able  to  command  a  Majority  of  our  Elccflions, 
which  would  fecure  to  the  Crown  a  Power  of  ha- 
ving always  from  that  Time  forth  a  Majority  of 
minifierial  Tools  and  Creatures  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament ;  and  this  would  put  a  final,  an  irreco- 
verable End  to  our  prefent  happy  Conftitution. 
B  2  Againft 
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Aga'mft  this  Danger  the  Houfe  of  Peers  could  be  no 
cfFedual  Safeguard ;  for  tho'  that  Houfe  has,  by  our 
Conftituticn,  fome  Sort  of  Check  upon  the  Power  of 
creating  Peers,  yet  they  have  fo  feldom  exercifed 
it,  and  have  fo  conftantly  fubmitted  to  the  Will  of 
their  Sovereign  in  this  Refpe6t,  that  I  queftion 
much  if  they  will  ever  hereafter  venture  to  difpute 
the  Power  of  the  Crown,  efpecially  againft  a  King, 
fupported  by  an  obedient  and  mercenary  Army, 
and  a  more  obedient  and  more  mercenary  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  and  as  long  as  the  Crown  enjoys  an  un- 
controlable  Power  of  fending  whom  it  pleafes^  and 
as  many  as  it  pleafes  at  a  Time^  into  that  Houfe, 
our  Houfe  of  Peers  can  never  be  any  Check  upon 
the  Condaft  of  a  favourite  Minifter.  Befides,  the 
many  Pofls,  Places,  and  Penfions  the  Crown  has 
now  at  its  arbitrary  Difpofal,  moft  of  which  it  can 
likewife  take  away  at  Pleafure,  may  contribute  to- 
wards eftablifhing  a  corrupt  Influence  in  that  Houfe 
as  well  as  the  other  ;  and  the  unbounded  Liberty 
our  Peers  now  have,  not  only  to  fquander  their 
Eftates,  but  to  grant  them  away  from  the  Succefibr 
to  the  Title,  will  always  leave  fome  of  them  fo. 
deftitute  as  not  to  be  able  to  fupport  the  Dignity  of 
their  hereditary  Title,  without  fome  Poll  or  Penfion 
from  the  Crown,  which  will  of  Courfe  prevent  their 
ever  oppofing  any  minifterial  Meafure. 

Now  if  this  iTiould  ever  come  to  be  our  unfortu- 
nate Cafe,  what  fecial  Power,  pray,  could  the 
People  be  fuppofed  to  have  ?  I  can  think  of  none 
hut  the  Power  of  felling  themfehes  at  Elections ;  and 
even  this  would  be  in  a  few  Years  at  an  End  ;  for 
no  Man  v/o;ild  give  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  fet  up 
for  Member  againft  the  Court  Interefi :  Even  that 
of  being  allowed  to  be  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
would  become  a  Bait  for  fome  vain  Coxcomb,  and 
would  attach  him  to  the  Minifter  as  much  as  a 
Red  Ruban  has  done,  or  can  be  fuppofed  to  do. 
In  thefe  Circumftancss,   what  Redrefs   could   the 
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People  have  ?  How  could  they  recover  their  Liber* 
ties  or  Conftitution  ?  As  the  Crown  is  fuppofed  to 
have  got  the  abfolute  Command  over  a  Majority  of 
our  Eledions,  the  People  could  expedt  no  Relief 
from  any  new  Parliament:  And  as  they  have  not 
only  given  up  almoft  all  the  Share  they  had  in  the 
military  Power  of  the  Society,  but  have  fallen  into 
a  moil  fhameful  Difufe  of  Arms,  and  a  moft  grofs 
Ignorance  of  all  military  Difcipline,  a  very  fmall 
Army,  much  fmaller  than  is  commonly  imagined, 
would  be  fufficient  for  fecuring  the  Crown  againft  a 
moft  general  Infurreilion  of  the  People.  This 
Army  would  be  regularly  furnifhed,  from  Year  to 
Year,  by  fuch  a  mercenary  Parliament,  under  Pre- 
tence of  guarding  againft  an  Infurredtion  or  Inva- 
(ion,  or  of  giving  Weight  to  fome  foreign  Negotia- 
tion ;  and  after  being  kept  for  fome  Time  under 
military  Law  and  Difcipline,  our  Conftitution  would 
become  irrecoverable  :  A  Prime  Vizier  might  indeed 
be  ftrangled,  perhaps  a  Sultan  depofed,  by  a  Mu- 
tiny among  the  Soldiers  ;  but  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pe6led,  that  an  Army  of  Janizaries  would  ever 
think  of  reftoring  a  free  and  limited  Government. 

Having  thus  briefly  fhewn  the  Origin  and  Na- 
ture of  our  Conftitution,  and  the  Danger  to  which 
it  is  now  chiefly  expofed,  I  come  next  to  confider 
the  other  Part  of  my  firft  Queftion,  which  is  to  exa- 
mine. Whether  our  Conftitution  is  not  now  in  greater 
Danger  of  being  fubverted,  than  ever  it  was  before 
the  Reftoration  The  Danger  of  the  Crown's  gain- 
ing an  eftabliftied  corrupt  Influence  over  a  Majority 
of  our  EleAions,  is,  indeed,  of  all  others  the 
greateft.  Like  Mojes's  Serpent,  it  has  got  all  the 
others  in  its  Belly  ;  and  I  fhall  fliew,  that  till  the 
Reftoration^  or  rather  till  fome  Time  after  the  Re- 
volution^ this  Danger  fcarccly  had  a  Being  :  But 
fince  that  Period,  the  publick  Revenue  has  been 
fo  much  increafed,  and  the  Pofts,  Commiflions, 
and  Offices,   at  the  fole  Difpofai  of  the  Crown, 
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fo  multiplied,  that  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any 
Gentleman  queftion  our  Conftitution's  being  now 
more  expofed  to  this  Danger  than  ever  it  was  be- 
fore ;  and  it  is  ftill  more  lurprifmg  to  hear  Gentle- 
men of  any  Knowledge  or  common  Underftanding 
talk  upon  this  Subject,  of  the  Civil  hiji  only,  as  if 
that  were  the  oily  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue, 
which  did,  or  could  afford  the  Crown  any  corrupt 
Influence  in  Parliament  or  at  Eledions.  Is  it  not 
evident,  is  it  not  obvious,  that  every  Branch  of  the 
publick  Revenue  contributes  a  confiderable  Share 
towards  this  fatal  Eifed,  by  the  Crown's  having 
the  fole  and  arbitrary  Difpofal,  not  only  of  all  the 
CommifTions  and  Offices  concerned  in  the  Collec- 
tion, but  likev/ife  of  all  the  Commiffions  and  Of- 
fices, to  the  Support  of  which  the  publick  Revenue 
is  applied  ?  And  this  Danger  is  vaftly  increafed, 
by  the  Crown's  having  not  only  the  arbitrary  Power 
of  granting  all  Offices  and  Commiffions,  but  alfo 
the  arbitrary  Power  of  removing  or  difmiffing  from 
the  publick  Service,  almoft  all  the  Officers  that  are, 
or  can  be  employed  in  it.  This,  I  fay,  adds  vaftly 
to  the  Danger,  and  the  Influence  proceeding  from 
this  Power  of  difmiffing,  is  of  the  very  worft  Sort 
of  corrupt  Influence,  becaufe  it  is  founded  upon 
Fear,  which  debafes  the  Minds  of  the  Perfons  in- 
fluenced, and  makes  them  of  all  Slaves  the  moji 
Jlavijh.  If  Commiffions  and  Offices  were  all  granted 
quamdiu  fe  bene  ^ejjerint,  the  corrupt  Influence  of 
rhe  Crown  could  proceed  only  from  the  Hopes  of 
Preferment,  which  has  fomething  more  generous 
in  its  Nature,  than  that  which  proceeds  from  Fear'y 
whereas  this  arbitrary  Pov/er  of  removing  without 
any  Caufe  affigned,  keeps  not  only  all  the  Officers 
employed  in  the  publick  Service,  but  all  their 
Friends  and  Relations,  in  perpetual  Dread  of  their 
being  difmifl*ed  ;  and  as  they  are  all  fenfible,  as  late 
Experience  has  made  them  fenfible,  that  the  giving 
of  a  wrong  Vote  in  Parliament,  or  at  any  Eledtion, 
3,  is 


h  the  higheft  Crime  they  can  commit  agai'nft  a 
Minifter,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  all,  or  by 
far  the  greateft  Part  of  them,  will  in  all  fuch  Cafes 
receive  with  the  greateft  SubmifTion,  and  follow 
with  the  blindeft  Obedience,  any  Diredioiis  a  Mi- 
nifter fhall  pleafe  to  ilTue  from  his  minijlerial  Throne. 
How  ridiculous,  therefore,  is  it  in  the  prefent 
Cafe  to  talk  of  the  Civil  Lift  only,  and  of  the 
Money  that  may  from  thence  be  fpared  for  Secret 
Services,  as  if  there  were  no  Sort  of  corrupt  In- 
fluence but  that  which  proceeds  from  Penfions  or 
Bribes  in  ready  Money  •,  when  it  is  fo  plain,  that 
every  Commiflion,  every  Poft,  every  Office,  every 
Employment,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  con- 
tributes to  the  corrupt  Influence  of  the  Crown, 
and  operates  both  Ways,  by  Hopes  upon  thofe 
that  expedl  it,  either  for  themfelves  or  their  Friend, 
by  Fears  upon  the  Perfon  that  has  got  it,  and 
upon  all  his  Friends  ?  This  Sort  of  corrupt  Influ- 
ence is  not  only  more  extenfive  than  that  which 
proceeds  from  Penfions  or  Bribes  in  ready  Money, 
but  in  a  double  Refped;  more  dangerous  :  Firft, 
becaufe  it  may  operate  upon  thofe  who  have  fome 
Sort  of  Honour :  A  Fellow  who  betrays  his  Coun- 
try for  a  Penfion  or  Bribe  in  ready  Money,  muft 
in  his  Nature  be  treacherous,  mean-fpirited,  and 
flavifti  i  but  a  Tender  or  a  Grant  of  a  good  Poft 
or  Employment,  may  influence  a  Man  of  fome 
Honour  :  His  Ambition  prompts  him  to  accept  of 
the  infamous  Bargain,  and  his  Gratitude  binds  him 
after  it  is  ftruck.  And,  Secondly,  the  corrupt  Influ- 
ence, which  proceeds  from  Offices  and  Employments, 
may  be  more  fecretly  and  more  fafely  applied :  It  is 
dangerous  for  a  Minifter,  either  by  himfelf  or  his 
Tools,  to  ofl^er  Penfions  or  Bribes  upon  Condition 
of  Voting.  This  muft  be  done  in  dire<5l  and  ex- 
prefs  Terms,  and  the  Perfon  to  whom  the  Offer  is 
made,  or  the  Minifter's  Tools,  may  become  Evi- 
dence againft  him,  efpecially  if  an  M\  fhould  be 
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pafled  for  indemnifying  and  rewarding  them  upon 
their  being  fo ;  but  there  is  no  Neceffity  for  telling 
a  Man  he  (hall  have  a  Poft  or  Employment  upon 
Condition  of  his  Voting  according  to  Direflions : 
A  Minifter  may  by  his  Pradlice  fhew,  and  moft 
Minifters  will  by  their  Pradice  (hew,  that  no  Man 
fhall  have  or  continue  to  enjoy  any  Poft  or  Em- 
ployment in  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown,  unlefs  he 
votes  upon  all  Occafions  according  to  Diredions 
from  the  Minifter  :  This  is  what  I  call  corrupt  In- 
fluence by  referved  Menaces,  Promifes,  or  Gratui- 
ties; and  it  will  have  the  fame  EfFed  upon  all  that 
enjoy  or  exped  fuch  Pofts  or  Employments,  as  if 
an  exprefs  Bargain  were  to  be  ftruck  with  every 
one  •,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  it  v/ill  render  it  im- 
poflible  to  procure  Evidence  of  any  Sort  againft 
the  Minifter. 

Thus,  all  impartial  Men  muft  be  convinced,  that 
every  Office  and  Commiffion  in  the  'Difpofal  of  the 
Crown,  tends  to  create  a  dangerous  corrupt  Influ- 
ence in  the  Crown ;  but  it  is  not  thofe  Offices  and 
Commiflions  only  that  tend  to  create  this  Influence, 
the  Difpofal  of  the  publick  Revenue  contributes  in 
every  other  Refpedl  to  create  or  increafe  this  In- 
fluence. All  Contradors  with  the  Government 
for  vidualling  the  Navy,  clcathing  the  Army,  car- 
rying on  any  publick  Works,  (sfc.  muft  be  under 
a  corrupt  Dependence  upon  the  Crown  *,  for  no 
Man  can  exped  to  be  employed,  let  him  offer  what 
Terms  he  will,  if  he  be  at  Variance  with  the  Mi- 
nifter •,  and  if  his  Terms  fliould  be  fuch  as  to  make 
it  dangerous  or  fcandalous  to  refufe  them,  he  muft 
expe<5l  to  meet  with  great  Difficulties,  both  in  get- 
ting his  Materials  or  Work  approved  of,  and  af- 
terwards in  getting  Payment  of  the  Money  due  to 
him.  Even  our  common  Sailors,  common  Soldi- 
ers, and  thofe  Day-Labourers  that  are  employed  in 
our  Dock- yards,  and  other  publick  Works,  muft 
be  under  the  fame  Sort  of  Dependence,  in  Hopes 
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of  Preferment^  or  in  order  to  meet  with  gentle 
Ufage  from  the  Officers  placed  over  them.  I  fhall 
grant  that  few  of  thefe  have  Votes  at  any  Election, 
but  many  of  their  Friends  have,  and  a  Man  who 
votes  againft  his  Confcience,  or  contray  to  what 
he  would  otherwife  do,  for  the  fake  of  procuring 
Preferment  OY  gentle  UJage  to  lu's  Son,  Brother,  or 
Relation,  is  as  much  under  corrupt  Influence  as  he 
who  does  fo  upon  his  own  Account.  To  which  I 
fhall  add,  that  this  Sort  of  corrupt  Influence,  as  it 
operates  upon  the  lowermoft  Clafs  of  our  Voters, 
who  do  not  know  the  Danger  to  which  they  ex- 
pofe  their  Country  by  their  Corruption,  is  there- 
fore extremely  dangerous,  becaufe  it  operates  with 
a  ftronger  Eflect,  and  becaufe  it  contributes  great- 
ly towards  giving  the  Crown  a  Command  over  a 
Majority  of  our  Elections,  which  is  more  dange- 
rous than  the  Crown's  having  a  corrupt  Influence 
over  a  Majority  in  Parliament.  The  former  cor- 
rupts the  Root,  the  latter  the  Branches  only  :  From 
a  corrupt  Root  no  wholfome  Branches  can  ever 
proceed  ;  but  if  the  Root  be  kepr  clean,  the  cor- 
rupt Branches  will  in  Time  die-  av/ay,  and  whol- 
fome ones  fpring  up  in  their  Stead;  which  was  the 
Cafe  of  the  long  Parliament  in  King  Charles  the 
Second's  Reign. 

I  fliall  now  apply  what  I  have  faid  to  the  feve- 
ral  Articles  of  Publlck  Expence,  and  compute 
from  thence  the  Sums  of  Money,  which  the  Crown 
may  annually  convert  towards  gaining  a  corrupt 
Influence  in  Parliament  and  at  Eletftions.  Upon 
this  Head  I  fliall  grant,  that  in  our  Army  and 
Navy,  the  Pay  of  the  common  Soldiers  or  Sailors 
does  not  add  a  great  deal  to  the  corrupt  Influence 
of  the  Crown,  becaufe  our  People  are  not  yet, 
thank  God !  grown  fo  poor  and  lazy  as  to  contend 
for  and  follicit  getting  into  cither  of  thefe  Stati- 
ons ;  but  the  Pay  of  every  Man  in  our  Army  or 
C  Navy, 
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Navy,  in  any  Station  above  that  of  a  common 
Soldier  or  Sailor,  adds  to  the  corrupt  Influence  of 
the  Crown,  becaufe  every  fuch  Poft  is  earneftly 
contended  for,  and  confequently  by  promifing  or 
giving  fuch  Pofts,  or  threatning  thofe  that  have 
them  with  being  turned  out,  the  Crown  may  com- 
mand Votes  at  Elections  or  in  Parliament.  In  ouf 
Dock-Yards,  likewife,  and  other  publick  Works, 
the  Money  paid  to  Day-Labourers  cannot  add 
much  to  the  corrupt  Influence  of  the  Crown  ^  but 
every  Shilling  paid  to  Pcrfons  employed  in  fuch 
Works,  in  any  Station  above  that  of  a  Day -La- 
bourer, mufl:  add  to  that  corrupt  Influence  at  all 
Elections  either  of  Members  of  Parliament,  or  of 
thofe  Magifl:rates  in  many  of  our  Boroughs,  who 
chufe  the  Reprefentatives  for  their  Borough. 

From  hence  it  mufl:  appear,  that  every  Increafe 
of  our  Publick  Expence  muft  add   in   fome  Pro- 
portion to  the   corrupt  Influence  of  the  Crown. 
What  that  Proportion  may  be,  is  not  eafy  to  de- 
termine,   becaufe  of    the  Perquifites  and    Profits 
made  by  the  Officers  over  and  above  their  ftated 
Pay  i    but  if  I  fhould  reckon,    that  one  half  of 
what  is  paid  for  maintaining  our  Army  and  Navy, 
including   tlie  Ordnance,   Dock- Yards,    ^c.   and 
for  carrying  on  our  publick  Works,  goes  into  the 
Pockets  of  the  Officers  and  other  Perfons  employ- 
ed in  Stations  above  that  of  a  common  Soldier, 
'Sailor,  or  Day-Labourer,  I  fhould  not  be  far  be- 
yond the  Mark,   as  will  appear  to  any  one  who 
confiders  the   annual   Charge  of  a  Regiment  of 
Foot,  which,  by  the  Efl:i mates  given  in  to  Parlia- 
ment, ought  to  confifl:  of  815  Men,  charged  ac 
15,2 17/.  <^s.  2d.  whereas  if  thofe  815  Men  were 
:  all  common  Soldiers  at  6  d.  per  Diem  each,  the  an- 
n.ual  Charge  would  amount  to  no  more  than  7436  /. 
ij  s,  6  d.  per  Annum,  which  is   not  one  Half  of 
.  what  is  charged  upon  the  Publick  for  maintaining 
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a  Regiment  of  Foot.  And  confidering,  as  I  have 
before  rernarked,  that  the  Crown  will  always  gain 
a  little  corrupt  Influence,  even  from  what  is  paid 
to  our  common  Soldiers,  Sailors,  and  Day-La- 
bourers, I  am  fure,  I  may  reckon,  that  at  Icaft  one 
Half  of  this  whole  Expence  may  be  converted  to- 
wards eftablifhing  a  corrupt  Influence  in  the  Crown, 
and  confcquently  if  the  Publick  Expence  upon 
thefe  three  Articles  amounts  to  Three  Millions  a 
Year,  it  adds  1,500,000/.  a  Year  to  that  Revenue, 
which  the  Crown  may  convert  towards  gaining  a 
corrupt  Influence  at  Elections  and  in  Parliament, 
over  and  above  what  it  has  by  the  arbitrary  Dif- 
pofal  of  the  Civil  Lifl:  Revenue;  and  I  appeal  to 
our  Records,  if  the  annua]  publick  Expence  at  a 
Medium  between  War  and  Peace,  does  not  amount 
to  Three  Millions  a  Year,  which  far  exceeds  what 
it  ever  was  before  the  Rejloration. 

The  Method  of  Appropriation  introduced  flnce 
the  Revolution,  has  nor,  nor  can  have  the  lead 
Etfe<5l  againll  this  Sort  of  corrupt  Influence ;  for 
when  an  Officer  is  turned  out  for  the  referved  Rca- 
foii  of  voting  againjl  the  Courts  and  a  new  Man 
preferred  on  tht  Jingle,  but  refei^vcd  Account  of  vo- 
ting in  its  Favour,  no  Man  can  fay,  the  publick 
Money  has  been  mifapplied,  or  not  applied  to  the 
Ufes  for  which  it  was  appropriated  ;  and  the  Mi- 
niilers  will  fay,  the  King  had  his  fccret  Rcafons 
for  what  he  did,  and  no  Man  has  in  this  Cafe  a 
Right  to  fay.  What  dolt  Thou?  In  this,  indeed,  I 
cannot  agree  with  them  •,  bccaufe,  I  think,  the 
Parliament  has  a  Right,  and  may,  when  they  think 
proper,  enquire  into  the  Removal  or  Appointment 
of  any  Oflicer  j  but  this  does  not  proceed  from 
the  modern  Method  of  Appropriation,  which  this 
fninijlcrial  If&iter,  like  all  the  refl;  of  his  FclJow- 
Labourers,  boafts  fo  much  of,  as  if  the  People 
liad  thereby  gained  a  great  Advantage  ;  in  wiiich 
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I  muft  diffent  from  them :  The  People  have  there- 
by gained  no  nezv  Advantage,  nor  has  the  Crown 
been  laid  under  any  new  Reftraint.     It  is  like   en- 
acting that  to  be  Law,  which  was  before  eftablilh- 
ed  by  the  common  L^w.     Will  thefe  Gentlem.en 
fay,  the  Parliament  did  not  before  that  Time  know 
and  confider  the  Ufes  for  which   it  granted  the 
People's  Money  ?  Will  they  fay,   the  Parliament 
had  not  before  that  Time  a  Power  to  enquire  into 
the  Difpofal  of  the  Money  they  granted,  and  to 
punifli  the  Minifhers,  if  upon  fuch  Enquiry  it  ap- 
peared, that  they  had  converted  the  People's  Mo- 
ney to  bad  Ufes  ?  This  ?tew  Method  of  Appropria- 
tion is  therefore  expreffing  only,  what  was  always 
before  underftood  :  It  is  like  enforcing  the  com- 
mon Law  by  a  Statute,    which    generally    does 
harm,  but  can  do  no  good  i  and  it  can  never  be 
of  any  Signification,  when  we  have  a  Parliament 
that  never  makes  any  Inquiry,  much  lefs  when  we 
have  a  Parliament  that  will  infliSf  no  Puni/hment,  e- 
ven  tho'  it  fhould  be  made  appear  to  them,  that 
the  People's  Money  has  leen  applied  towards  enjlaving 
the  People. 

I  hope,  I  have  made  it  evident,  that  notwith- 
ilanding  any  Appropriation  or  Regulation  hitherto 
made,  the  Crown  muft  gain  a  very  great  Addition: 
of  corrupt  Influence,  by  the  difpofing  or  laying 
put  the  publick  Revenue,  even  when  the  Whole  is 
duly  applied  to  the  Ufes  to  which  it  is  appropri- 
ated. But  it  is  not  by  the  difpofing  only  that  the 
Crown  may  add  to  this  Influence,  it  gains  another 
very  confiderable  Addition  by  the  colle£fing  of  the 
pubiick  Revenue,  as  well  as  by  difpofing  of  it  after 
It  is  colkoied.  As  the  Crown  has,  by  the  prefent 
Maxims  of  our  Conilitution,  not  only  the  Nomi- 
nation and  Appointment  of  all  the  Officers  em- 
ployed in  the  coHccfting  of  every  Tax  we  have, 
except  the  Land  'Tax^  but  alfo  a  Power  of  appoint- 
ing 
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ing  as  many  Officers  as  it  pleafes,  and  granting 
them  what  Salaries  it  thinks  fit ;  and  as  ai'  thofe 
Officers  from  the  higheft  to  the  loAveft  have  fuch 
Salaries  and  Perquifites,  and  Jive  in  fuch  an  opu- 
lent or  comfortable  Manner,  that  great  Sollicita- 
tion  and  Intereft  is  made  to  be  preferred  even  to 
the  meaneft  of  them,  confequently  every  one  of 
thefe  Offices  furniffies  the  Crown  with  a  Power  to 
command  Votes  at  Elections  or  in  Parliament,  by 
promifing  or  granting  them  to  thofe  who  vote  at 
Ele<5lions  for  Court  Candidates,  and  threatning  fuch 
as  are  in  Office  with  being  difmifled,  if  they  vote 
at  any  Eleftion  for  a  Candidate  in  the  Country  In- 
iereji :  And  as  I  have  obferved  before,  the  com- 
mon Pradice  of  a  Minifter,  with  refped  ro  pre- 
ferring and  difmiffing  Officers,  will,  in  all  fuch 
Cafes,  be  as  effedual  as  exprefs  Promifes  and 
Threats :  Nay  this  Pradice  will  have  an  Influence 
upon  many  of  their  Friends,  without  any  Sollici- 
tation  from  them,  and  therefore  our  Laws  which 
prohibit  Excifemen,  &c,  to  follicit  Votes  at  Eledi- 
ons,  can  no  way  prevent  the  Operation  of  this  In- 
fluence upon  their  Friends  and  Relations. 

From  hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  colleding  of 
the  publick  Revenue  furniffies  the  Crown  with  an 
additional  corrupt  Influence,  equal  in  yearly  Value 
to  the  Amount  of  all  the  Salaries  and  Perquifites 
ot  the  Officers  concerned  in  the  Colledion.  What 
this  yearly  Amount  may  be  is  impoffible  to  deter- 
mine exadlyj  but  from  the  Difl^erencc  between  the 
grofs  and  net  Produce  of  our  Taxes,  according  to 
Accounts  given  in  to  Parliament,  I  believe  it  may^ 
upon  an  Average,  be  reckoned  equal  to  one  fourth 
Part  of  the  net  Produce  of  all  our  Taxes  excepting 
the  Land  Tax.  Confequently  if  the  7ict  Produce  of 
all  the  Taxes  we  have,  befide  the  Land  Tax,  a- 
mounts  to  Five  Millmis  Sterling,  including  thofe 
appropriated  to  the  Payment  of  our  Debts  and  to 
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the  Civil  Lift,  as  well  as  thofe  appropriated  yearly 
to  the  current  Service,  it  miift  be  admitted,  that 
the  colleding  of  the  publick  Revenue  furnifhes 
the  Crown  with  a  corrupt  Influence  over  our  Elec- 
tions, to  the  Amount  of  1,250,000/.  a  Year-, 
moft  Part  of  which  has  accrued  to  the  Crown  fince 
the  Rejloration  •,  for  before  that  Period,  we  feldom 
or  never  had  any  Taxes,  but  fuch  as  were  of  the 
Nature  of  our  Land  Tax^  except  the  Tonnage  and 
Poundage,  none  of  which,  by  their  Colledlion, 
could  furnifli  the  Crown  with  any  great  corrupt  In- 
fluence over  Eledions,  becaufe  there  were  but  few 
Officers  employed,  and  very  fmall  Salaries  given, 
as  appears  from  the  Salaries  now  appropriated  to 
thofe  Offices  in  the  Cuftoms  that  were  eftabliffied 
l^efore  the  Rejloration. 

As  to  the  Land  Tax^  it  never  did,  nor  does  now 
furnifh  the  Crown  with  any  confiderable  corrupt 
Influence  •,  becaufe  the  Crown  has  the  Appointing 
of  none  of  the  Officers  concerned  in  the  Collefti- 
on,  except  the  Commiffioners  of  Taxes  (a  moji 
ufelefs  Commijfion)  and  the  Collectors  in  the  feveral 
Counties.  Yet  fo  fond  are  our  Minifl:ers  of  this 
Sort  of  Influence,  fo  averfe  from  parting  with  the 
leaft;  Article  o^  it,  that  when  a  Motion  was  made 
fome  Years  ago  in  Parliament,  to  give  the  Coun- 
ties the  Appointment  of  their  Colledlors,  and  to 
make  them  anfv/erable  for  them,  as  is  now,  and 
was  then  the  Pradlice  in  Scotland,  our  Minifters 
would  not  agree  to  it,  and  confequently,  according 
io  Cufiom  of  late  I'ears,  the  Queftion  was  carried  in 
the  Negative,  tho*  it  was  admitted,  that  this  Alte- 
ration could  be  attended  with  no  Inconvenience  to 
the  Publick,  and  would  free  the  Publick  of  the 
Rilk  it  now  runs  by  the  Collectors  and  their  Secu- 
rities becoming  infolvenr. 

And  as  to  the  lax  called  Tonnage  and  Poundage^ 
I  fliall  giant,  that  when  it  was  not  in  Farm,  the 
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Crown  had  the  Appointment  of  all  the  Officer? 
concerned  in  its  Colleftion,  as  it  has  now  of  all 
the  Officers  concerned  in  colle(Sting  ourCuftoms-, 
but  as  the  Duties  upon  Importation  were  then  very 
low,  and  confequently  no  Smuggling,  there  were 
very  few  Officers  necefTary-,  and  a<:  the  Salaries  of 
all  thofe  Officers  came  then,  I  may  lay,  out  of  the 
King* s  own  Pocket,  we  may  be  afilired,  that  no 
greater  Number  of  Officers  were  appointed,  nor 
any  greater  Salaries  allowed,  than  was  abfolutely 
necefTary  •,  whereas  the  Ell:ablifhment  of  the  Civil 
Lift,  and  the  Parliamentary  Appropriations,  in- 
troduced fince  the  Revolution,  have  made  a  very 
great  Difference  in  this  Refped.  If  the  Funds 
appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift,  or  to  any  other 
particular  Service,  ftiould  now  prove  deficient,  tho' 
that  Deficiency  may,  perhaps,  be  occafioned  by 
the  too  great  Number  of  Officers  employed  in  the 
Collection,  or  the  too  great  Salaries  allowed  to 
them,  yet  it  muft  be  made  good  out  of  the  next 
Aids  granted  by  Parliament  •,  fo  that  none  of  the 
Salaries]  paid  to  Officers  can  now  be  faid  to  come 
out  of  the  King's  own  Pocket,  or  out  of  what  is  al- 
lowed to  him  by  Parliament,  either  for  fupporting 
the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  or  the  ne- 
cefTary Charges  of  the  publick  Service.  They  are 
now  all  paid  by  the  People,  by  way  of  Extra-Charge, 
and  as  they  ferve  to  increafe  the  corrupt  Influence 
of  the  Crown  at  Eledions,  we  may  very  probably 
have  a  greater  Number  of  Officers  in  every  Branch  of 
Colle(ftion,  and  thofe  Officers  provided  with  larger 
Salaries,  than  is  abfolutely  necefTary ;  efpecially  as 
no  Parliamentary  Inquiry  has  ever  been  made  into 
this  Affair,  nor  the  Power  of  the  Crown  in  this 
Refpedl  limited  by  any  one  Regulation,  except  tlie 
Ad  of  the  4th  of  Queen  Anne,  which  provides, 
that  no  greater  Number  of  Commiffioners  fhall 
be  conftituted   for  the  Execution   of  any  Office, 
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than  had  been  for  fiich  Office  before  the  25th  of 

O^ober,  1705. 

When  Gentlemen  confider  this,  I  believe,  they 
will  not  think  the  People  have  got  much,  or  the 
Conftitution  any  Security,  by  that  boafted  Im- 
provement of  a  Civil  Lift  diftindl  from  every  other 
Revenue,  or  by  exprefs  Parliamentary  Appropria- 
tions ;  efpecially  as  the  Parliament  has  always, 
fince  that  Time,  made  extraordinary  Grants  to 
the  Civil  Lift,  as  often  as  it  has  been  aflced,  and 
has  never  yet  made  any  Inquiry,  much  iefs  found 
Fault  v/ith  the  Appointment  of  any  one  Officer 
or  Salary,  tho'  Multitudes  of  new  ones  are  almoft 
yearly  erecting,  and  certainly  will  be  as  long  as 
it  is  left  to  the  arbitrary  Will  of  a  Minifter. 

It  will  now  appear,  that  the  corrupt  Influence 
of  the  Crown  both  in  Parliament  and  at  Eledions, 
has  been  prodigioufiy  increafedy?;^^*?  the  Rejloration, 
efpecially  fince  the  Revolution,  by  the  Increafe  of 
our  Taxes,  and  the  Increafe  of  our  publick  Ex- 
pence  ;  but  thefe  are  not  the  only  Articles,  for  in 
every  other  Article  this  Sort  of  Influence  has  been 
increafed.  As  our  Plantations  in  America  have  been 
daily  increafmg,  both  in  Riches  and  Numbers  of 
People,  many  new  Pofts  have  been  erefted  there, 
and  great  Additions  made  to  the  Profits  of  the 
old ;  and  as  thofe  Pofts  are  all  in  the  Difpofal  of 
the  Crown,  they  furnifti  it  with  a  corrupt  Influ- 
ence equal  to  the  Amount  of  the  Salaries  and  Pro- 
fits of  all  thofe  Pofts  or  Employments.  Gibraltar 
and  Port-Mahon  have  likewife  contributed  to  in- 
creafe this  corrupt  Influence,  perhaps  as  much  as 
they  have  contributed  to  increafe  our  Trade  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  corrupt  Influence  of  the  Crown, 
arifmg  from  thefe  two  together,  I  ftiall  reckon  but 
at  50,000/.  a  Year,  becaufe  the  Salaries  of  many 
of  the  Officers,  and  the  Troops  kept  there,  are  paid 
out  of  the  Revenues  of  Grsat  Britain. 

To 
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To  thefe  I  muft  add  the  corrupt  Influence  now 
arifing  from  Ireland;  for  as  a  great  Army  is  kept 
there,  and  maintained  at  the  Expence  of  that 
Kingdom,  as  many  new  Pofts  and  Employments 
have  been  lately  created  there,  and  as  the  Profits  of 
the  old,  cfpecially  their  Church  Preferments,  have 
greatly  increafed  fince  the  Reftoration,  they  fur- 
niPn  the  Crown,  not  only  with  a  Fund  for  corrupt 
Influence  fufficient  for  governing  the  Parliament 
there,  but  alfo  "with  a  Surplus  to  be  employed  for 
the  fame  Purpofe  here,  as  appears  from  the  great 
Number  of  Natives  of  Great  Britain  being  yearly 
preferred  to  fome  Pod  or  Employment  in  Ireland. 
This  Surplus^  confidering  that  mod  of  the  Officers 
of  their  Army,  many  of  their  Bifhops  and  Clergy- 
men, and  many  Civil  Officers  are  Natives  of  Great 
Britain^  I  cannot  reckon  lefs  than  150,000/.  per 
Annum. 

And  laftly.  Let  us  confider  what  a  large  Share 
of  our  Church  Revenues  are  at  the  Diipofal  of 
the  Crown,  or  of  thofe  appointed  by  the  Crown-, 
and  what  a  Number  of  lucrative  Employments 
there  are  in  the  Law,  which  are  in  the  Gift  of 
the  Crown,  or  of  thofe  appointed  by  the  Crown; 
I  fay,  thofe  appointed  by  the  Crown,  becaufe  I 
tliink,  all  the  Benefices  that  are  in  the  Gift  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Biihops,  and  all  the  Pods 
in  the  Law  that  are  in  the  Gift  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  Judges,  and  other 
great  Officers,  may  properly  be  faid  to  be  at  the 
Difpofal  of  the  Crown.  Thefe  like  wife  may  all 
be  converted  towards  gaining  a  corrupt  Influence 
in  Parliament  and  at  Klc(5tions  •,  and  were  but  ve:y 
lately,  with  fome  lieafon,  fufpcfted  to  be  fo-,  con- 
fequently  this  Fund,  which  I  cannot  reckon  at  lefs 
than  500,000/.  per  Annum.,  is  to  be  added  to  the 
others,  in  order  to  compute  the  Total  of  the  an- 
nual Fund  which  the  Miniders  of  the  Crown  may 
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convert  to  the   gaining  of  a  corrupt  Influence  in 
^Parliament  and  at  E!e6tions. 

But  to  give  my  Readers  a  diftinft  and  full 
Notion  of  this  Fund,  I  fhall  Hate  the  Account 
as  follows,  viz. 

Fund  for  Corruption  (if  a  Prime  Minijier  pleafes) 
arijing  from 

The  Civil  Lift  Revenue 


900,000  /. 
1,500,000/. 

1,250^000 /. 


The  Pay  and  Perquifites  of  the  Of- 
ficers of  our  Army,  ISavy,  and 
Publick  Works 

The  Salaries  and  Perquifites  of  the" 
Officers  employed   in  Colleiling, 
Managing,  and  liTuing  our  Pub- 
lick  Revenue — 

The  Salaries  and  Perquifites  of  the- 
Officers  in,  or  belonging  to  the 
Plantations,    Gibraltar,    and   Mi- 
norca, which  do  not  arife  from  the 
Revenues  of  Great  Britain 

The  Salaries  and  Perquifites  of  the" 
Officers  in,  or  belonging  to  Ire- 
land, over  and  above  what  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  fecure  a  Majority  there. 

The  Benefices  in  the  Church,  and-^ 
the  Salaries  and  Perquifites,  or  / 
the  Pofts  in  the  Law,  which  are  I 
at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown,  or  I 
of  thofe  appointed  by  the  Crown  J 

Total  annual  Amount  —     4,250,000  /. 

The  Reader  will  fee,  tliat  in  this  Account  I 
have  charged  the  Civil  Lift  at  its  full  Value,  which 
I  do,  bccaufe  every  Shilling  of  it  may  be  converted 
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1 50,000  /. 


500,000  /, 
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towards  gaining  a  corrupt  InQucnce  in  Parliament 
and  at  Ele(flions,  by  obliging  every  Man  that  has 
a  Poft  in  the  Houfhold,  every  Tradclman  employ- 
ed, nay,  and  the  Friends  of  every  Perion  to  whom 
any  Charity  is  given,  to  vote  at  Ele6lions,  ac- 
cording to  the  Orders  they  may  exprejly  or  refer-ved- 
iy,  receive  from  the  Minifter.  Indeed,  when  a 
Part  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue  is  fpent  abroad, 
or  when  a  Part  of  it  is  lock'd  up  in  a  ftrong  Box, 
it  alters  the  Cafe;  but  neither  of  thefe,  I  hope, 
is  ever  done,  becaufe  if  his  Majefty  could  fave 
any  Part  of  it,  I  am  perfuaded,  he  would  return 
it  to  his  People^  after  the  Example  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth ;  and  v/hen  he  goes  to  Hanover,  I  hope  his 
Court  is  fupported  there  by  his  Ele5loral  Revenues, 
in  which  Cafe  none  of  the  People  that  attend  him, 
can  be  at  any  Expence,  unlefs  it  be  for  clean 
Linen,  which  is  fuch  a  trifling  Article,  that  it  de- 
ferves  no  Notice. 

I  muft  here  break  in  a  little  upon  the  Thread  of 
my  Argument,  in  order  to  expofe  a  mojl  impudent 
Falfjood  this  Author  has  cook'd  up,  with  defigt\ 
to  throw  a  Refieftion  upon  the  Adminiftration  at 
the  latter  End  of  Queen  A>me\  Reign.  He  re- 
prefents,  as  if  the  100,000/.  given  by  that  Queen, 
out  of  her  Civil  Lift,  for  carrying  on  the  War, 
was  given  but  for  one  Year  j  that  it  was  given  by 
that  Adminiftration  •,  and  that  as  they  foon  after 
demanded  and  got  500,000/.  for  difcharging  the 
Debts  of  the  Civil  Lift,  it  was  a  mere  Juggle,  and 
a  mean  Trick  to  gull  the  Nation  of  400,000/*. 
Now  the  Truth  is,  her  Majcfty  gave  this  100,000/. 
yearly,  during  the  firft  tliree  Years  of  her  Reign, 
and  after  that  Time  it  was  coiiverted  towards 
building  Bleitheim  I  loufe,  and  towards  maintaining 
the  Palatines  brouglu  over  here  before  the  Change 
in  her  Adminiftration  -,  to  which  two  Ufes  Ihc 
D  2  applied 
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ipplied  300,000/.  as  any  one  may  fee,  that  looks 
into  Birtiop  Burnett  I-Iillory  •,  from  wlicnce  the 
Reader  may  judge,  v/hat  Credit  is  to  be  given  to 
a-ny  Fail  advanced  or  ftated   by  this  Author, 

Now  to  return  to  my  Argument:  As  this  whole 
Revenue  of  zi, 2 50, 000/.  may  be  converted  towards 
gaining  a  corrupt  Influence  in  Parliament  and  at 
Elections,  by  the  iVIinifter's  refolving,  and  making 
it  his  Pra6lice,  to  prefer  none  but  fuch  as  vote 
blindly /ov  the  Court  at  Eledtions  or  in  Parliament, 
and  to  difmifs  every  Officer  that  gives  a  '-jjroug 
Vote  in  either,  v/e  may  from  thence  fee,  how  ne- 
ceiTary  it  is  to  think  of  fome  Methods  for  guard- 
ing againft  this  Danger  v  tor  to  this  cornipt  In- 
fluence of  the  Crown,  we  muft  add  the  corrupt  hi- 
fiucnce  of  all  ihofe  that  are  corrupted  by  the  Crown. 
If  a  Nobleman,  or  a  Gentleman  of  a  large  Eftate, 
allows  himfelf  to  be  corrupted  by  a  good  Poft  or 
Penfion,  he  of  courfe  will  endeavour  to  corrupt 
all  thofe  that  depend  upon  him  for  any  Favour, 
and  confcqucntly  will  employ  no  Tradefman  nor, 
Servant,  but  fuch  as  vote,  or  fuch  as  have  Friends 
that  vote  for  the  Court  Candidate  at  every  Election, 
fo  that  to  this  4,250,000/.  we  ought  to  add  the 
yearly  Expence  of  all  thofe  that  are  employed  by 
the  Crown,  whether  that  Expence  proceeds  from 
the  Pofts  or  Pcnfions  they  enjoy,  or  from  their 
own  Eftates :  Nay,  we  ought  likewife  to  add  the 
yearly  Expence  of  all  thofe  who  expeft  any  Pod, 
Penfion,  or  Favour  from  the  Crown  \  for  as  foon 
as  a  Man  becomes  an  Expeflant,  he  will  of  courfe 
become  extremely  zealous  to  promote  the  Court 
htte^'eji  at  all  Eled:ions.  Flow  much  this  will  a- 
mount  to  cannot  be  any  way  computed,  becaufe  it 
depends  upon  the  CEconomy,  as  well  as  the  Pro- 
perty of  thofe  that  are  or  expect  to  be  employed 
by  the  Crown ;  but  it  mud  all  together  amount 
to  a  great  many  Millions  yearly,  and  when  we  con- 
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fider,  that  this  whole  Revenue  is  united  under  the 
Ible  Direction  of  a  Prime  Minijier,  and  will,  I  am 
afraid,  be  applied  by  every  Prime  Minijler  towards 
fecuring  a  corrupt  IVIajority  in  Parliament,  we  muft 
conclude,  that  our  Conftitution  would  now  be  in 
the  utmoft  Danger,  if  we  had  a  Prince  upon  the 
Throne,  that  had  a  Prime  Minijier,  or  that  would 
admit  of  any  fuch  Application. 

But  the  Influence  of  the  Crown  does  not  depend 
folely  upon  the  Power  of  granting  Places  or  Pen- 
Cons  :  Titles  and  Rubans  have  the  fame  Effe6t  up- 
on thofe  that  have  more  Money  than  Wit.,  as  Places 
and  Pcnfions  have  upon  thofc  that  have  more  IVit 
than  Money.,  as  was  wittily  obferved  by  a  noble 
Lord  upon  the  Revival  of  the  Bath  Order  \  and  to 
this  I  muft  add  another  Sort  of  Influence,  which 
is  that  proceeding  from  Penal  Laws.,  efpecially  £.v- 
cife  Laws.,  where  the  Crown  has  a  Power  to  exa^i: 
the  Penalty  with  exemplary  Rigour,  or  to  miti- 
gate it  with  unbounded  Mercy.  This  Sort  of  In- 
fluence has  likewife  vaftly  increafed  fince  the  Re- 
Jloration.,  and  muft  operate  ftrongly  upon  great 
Numbers  of  People,  with  rcfpedl  to  their  way  of 
voting  at  Eledtions ;  for  I  muft  think  him  not  on- 
ly a  very  honeft  but  a  very  bold  Man,  who,  not- 
withftanding  his  being  fubjeft  to  the  Laws  of  Ex' 
cife,  gives  a  Vote  at  any  Election  for  a  Candidate 
upon  the  Country  Tnterejl-,  becaufe  no  Man  can  be 
ft-cure  againft  his  becoming  liable  to  fome  of  the 
Penalties  of  thofe  Laws.  Innocence  alone  will 
not  protect  him  :  Inadvertency,  nay  the  Inadver- 
tency, perhaps  the  Treachery  of  his  Servants,  may 
fubjedt  him  to  the  Rigour  of  the  Law,  and  no 
Man  can  expe6l  a  Mitigation  who  has  cxpofed  him- 
lelf  to  the  Refentmcnt  of  a  Minifter,  by  being 
xfXwii  againft  yo;«<?  of  his  Creatures  at  an  Election. 

As  to  the  Increafe  of  our  Penal  Laws  fince  the 
Jiejioratiofj,   efpecially  fince  the   Revolution,    the 
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Co]le6lion  of  Statutes  is  a  fufficient  Proof-,  and  as 
to  the  Increafe  of  our  publick  Revenues,  every  Man 
who  examines  the  Journals  of  Parliament  may  be 
fully  convinced ;  but  as  few  have  an  Opportunity 
to  do  lb»  I  muft  refer  my  Readers  to  a  Pamphlet 
publiflicd  laft  Year,  intitled,  ^A  full  Anfwer  to  the 
Letter  from  a  By-Sta7ider^  &c.  p.  i6o.  vv'here  it  is 
computed,  that  all  our  Taxes  together  did  not,  in 
the  24  Years  of  King  Charles  the  Second's,  Reign, 
one  Year  with  another,  amount  to  full  1,353,095  /. 
whereas  they  amount  now,  even  in  Time  of  Peace, 
to  at  leaft  5,700,000  /.  reckoning  the  Taxes  ap- 
propriated to  the  Payment  of  the  Intereft  and 
Principal  of  our  publick  Debts  at  3,100,000/.  the 
Taxes  appropriated  to  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue  at 
900,000  /.  the  Malt  Tax  at  700,000/.  and  a  Land 
Tax  of  2  s.  in  the  Pound  at  1,000,000  /.  Therefore 
fuppofe,  as  this  Author  affirms,  that  the  whole 
publick  Charge  from  the  Rejloration  to  the  Revo^ 
lution  was  not  above  700,000  /.  per  Amium^  it  muft 
be  allowed,  that  the  Crown  has  now  a  greater 
Civil  Lift  Revenue  than  could  at  that  Time  be  fpar-? 
ed  for  the  fame  Purpofe ;  but  v/hen  we  conlider, 
that  during  the  Interval  he  mentions,  we  had  two 
"Wars  with  the  Dutch,  almoft  a  continual  one  with 
the  Pyrates  upon  the  Barbary  Coaft,  a  great  Adr 
dition  made  to  our  Navy,  and  the  whole  kept  in 
excellent  Repair,  befide  very  frequent  and  import 
tant  Negotiations,  we  muft  conclude  it  impoffible 
to  fuppofe  any  Truth  in  his  Afiertion  •,  and  as  he 
gives  no  Reafons  but  his  ipfe  dixit  to  fupport  it,  I 
believe,  his  Character  for  Veracity  is  not  fo  well 
eftabliftied,  as  to  give  an  Appearance  of  Truth  to 
what  feems  at  firft  View  to  be  impoffible.  How- 
ever, as  I  have  ftiewn,  that  the  corrupt  Influence 
of  the  Crown  is  not  confined  to  the  Qvil  Lift  Re- 
venue alone^  and  that  our  modern  Method  of  Ap- 
propriation fjgnifics-  nothing  againft  this  corrupt 
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Influence,  the  Quantum  of  the  Civil  Lift  Rrjenue^ 
either  now  or  in  former  Times,  muft  appear  to 
be  of  very  little  Importance  in  the  prefent  Dif- 
pute. 

And  now  let  us  confider  that  Diminution  of 
Power,  with  regard  to  corrupt  Influence,  which 
this  Author  boafts  fo  much  of,  as  a  confiderable 
Acquifition  in  Favour  of  the  People  :  I  mean  that 
Alteration  made  in  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution, 
by  the  A(5t  of  the  12th  of  King  Charles  the  Second^ 
(Chap.  23.)  by  which  all  Tenures  were  turn'd  into 
free  and  common  Socage,  and  Tenures  by  Knight's 
Service  thereby  freed  from  Wardfliip,  Marriage, 
Relids,  and  all  military  Services,  which  was,  I 
allow,  a  confiderable  Lofs  to  the  Crown.  But  when 
we  confider  what  the  Crown  loft  by  this  Surren- 
der, and  what  it  got  inftead  of  it,  we  fhall  find, 
that  the  Liberties  of  the  People  loft  more  than  thty 
got  by  this  Alteration,  As  the  chief  Support  of  the 
Crown,  or  what  is  now  called  the  Civil  Lilt,  de- 
pended upon  the  Rents  and  Services  due  to  it 
from  Feodal  Tenures,,  when  this  Support  was  thus 
taken  away,  it  became  neceffary  to  provide  fome 
other  Support,  and  for  this  Purpofe  the  fame  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament  granted  to  King  Charles  for  Life 
a  Subfidy  called  Tonnage  and  Poundage,,  upon  all 
Goods  and  Merchandize  to  be  exported  or  import- 
ed, which  was  continued  to  his  Succeflbr,  and  to 
every  Slicceflbr  fince  that  Time  for  Life.  At  the 
fame  Time  an  Excife  upon  all  Liquors  made  for 
Retail,  or  imported,  was  granted  to  him  for  Life, 
which  has  likewife  been  continued  to  his  Succef- 
fors  -,  and  another  Excife,  of  the  fame  Nature  and 
Value,  was  granted  to  that  King,  his  Heirs  and 
Succeflbrs,  exprefly  mentioned  in  the  A6t  to  be, 
in  Recompcnce  for  the  Profits  of  the  Court  of  Wards 
and  Purveyance.     Thus  was  there  a  Foundation  laid 
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for  that  ftupendous  Strufture  of  corrupt  Influence 
fince  erefted,  which  proceeds  from  the  Power  the 
Crown  has  of  placing  and  difplacing  all  the  OfHcers 
of  Cujioms  and  Excife ;  for  by  thefe  three  Ads  this 
Power  was  put  entirely  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Crown,  and  this  Precedent  has  been  molt  religi- 
oufly  followed  ever  fince. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  Prejudice.  The  an- 
tient  military  Force  of  this  Kingdom  was  by  thefe 
Means  annihilated,  and  as  no  Care  was  taken  to 
eft-ablifti  any  proper  military  Force  in  its  Stead,  a 
{landing  Army  became  neceflary  ;  for  in  every 
Country  fome  fort  of  military  Force  is  abfolutely 
neccffary  for  its  Defence  againft  domeftick  Infur- 
reftions,  as  well  as  foreign  Invafions.  According- 
ly, a  Foundation  was  about  the  fame  Time  laid 
for  a  Standing  Army,  by  forming  two  Regiments 
of  Guards,  which  is  now  encreafed  to  above 
30,000  Men,  always  kept  up  in  B'ritain  and  Ire- 
land^ even  in  Times  cf  the  inoji  profound  Tranquillity ; 
and  the  Navy  being  at  that  Time  likewife  com- 
mitted intirely  to  the  Care  of  the  Crown,  thefe 
two  together  threw  a  great  additional  Weight  of 
corrupt  Influence  into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown, 
by  leaving  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Crown  to  place 
and  difplace  at  Plealure  every  Officer  in  either. 

If  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution  had  been 
rightly  confidered,  it  might  at  that  Time  have 
been  eafily  forefeen,  that  the  Power  of  the  Crown 
would  become  greater,  and  more  dangerous  to 
the  Liberties  of  the  People,  by  thefe  new  Sorts  of 
corrupt  Influence,  than  ever  it  had  been,  or  could 
be  by  all  the  Confequences  of  the  Feodal  Tenures. 
In  thefe  the  Rights  of  the  Crown  and  the  Rights 
of  the  Subjedt  were  regulated  and  afcertained  by 
Law,  and  our  Houfe  of  Peers  were  the  fupreme 
and  ultimate  Judges   of  all    Difputes  that  could 
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ajile  upon  this  Head.  Thefe  Feodal  Tenures  could 
not  therefore  create  any  flavifli  Dependence  upon 
the  Crown,  or  any  dangerous  corrupt  Influence  in 
Parliament,  much  lefs  at  Elections ;  becaufe  the 
Crown  could  not  grant  away  what  it  had  really  a 
Right  to,  without  depriving  itfelf  of  its  immedi- 
ate Subfifbence,  our  Parliaments  not  being  then  in 
fuch  a  good  Humour  as  to  grant  large  Sums  for 
making  good  the  Deficiencies  of  the  Civil  Lift  j 
and  the  Crown  could  infift  upon  no  more  than 
what  it  had  an  abfolute  Right  to,  the  Party  con- 
cerned againft  the  Crown  being  always  fuch  a  one 
as  was  able  to  difpute  the  Right  at  Law,  and  had, 
by  Way  of  dernier  Refort^  a  Tribunal  to  apply  to, 
which  confifted  of  hereditary  Judges,  every  one 
of  whom  was,  for  his  oven  Sake,  or  the  Sake  of  his 
Family y  obliged  to  take  Care,  that  the  Suhje^i  fhould. 
meet  'with  no  Oppreffion. 

But  fuppofe  the  Crown  had  refolved  to  grant 
away  its  daily  Subfiftence,  by  granting  thefe  Wards, 
Marriages,  and  Reliefs,  for  the  Sake  of  gaining  a 
corrupt  Influence  in  Parliament  or  at  Eledions, 
could  it  have  had  any  EfFecft  ?  The  whole  annual 
Produce  of  any  Revenue  the  Crown  might  have 
by  thefe  Means,  was  never,  nor  could  ever  be 
equal  to  any  one  Branch  of  its  prefent  Fund  for 
Corruption  •,  and  befides,  when  any  fuch  Grant 
was  made,  it  was  always  made  irrevocable  ;  fo  that 
the  Crown  had  afterwards  nothins  but  the  Grati- 
tude  of  the  Grantee  to  depend  on,  and  no  Grati- 
tude could  oblige  or  induce  a  Man  to  deftroy  the 
Conftitution  of  his  Country,  efpecially  as  he  there- 
by rendered  the  Grant  he  had  obtained  precarious. 

As  the  Cafe  is  in  every  Refpedt  very  different 
with  regard  to  the  Officers  in  our  Navy,  Army, 
Cuftoms,  and  Excife,  how  fuperficial  muft  thofe 
Politicians  be,  //  they  are  ferious,  who  boaft  of  the 
Advantage  the  People  have  got,   or  the  Security 
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our  Liberties  have  acquired,   by  this  Alteration  in 
our  Conftitution.     But  all  our  Advocates  for  arbi- 
trary Power  under  the  Mafqiie  of  our  Conjiilution, 
take  Care  to  reprefent,  in   the  mofl   artful  magni- 
fying  Light,    every   Power   the  Crown    has    been 
obliged  to  give  up,  and  to  pafs  over  in  Silence,  or 
very    much    leffm,    every  Power   the  Crown   has 
lately  afilimed  or  acquired,  which  this  Author  has 
remarkably  done  through  the  Whole  of  his  tedious 
l-'erforjTiance.     In    the    prefent  Cafe,    in    order   to 
magnify   the  Eifed  of  thofe  Feodal  Pozvers   which 
the  Crown  was  obliged  at  the  Reftoration  to  give 
up,  he  makes  five  Branches  of  three  -,  for  the  firft 
three  of  the  five  he  reckons,  can  in  common  Senfe 
be   reckoned   but   one,  viz.   the  "Wardfnip   of  the 
Heir    during   Minority,    with    the    Profits   of  the 
Eftate  annexed,  and  a  Power   to   grant    both   to   a 
third  Peifon.     Without  thofe  Profits  the  Wardfhip 
and  Guardianfliip  of  the  Heir  would  have  been  a 
Burden  ;  and  unlefs  thofe  Profits  could  have  been 
difpofed  of,   they  could   have  created  no  Depen- 
dence.    This  therefore  can   be  reckoned    but  one 
Power  flowing  from  the  Feodal  Tenure  :  The  Right 
of  difpofing   of   the  Heir  or  Heirefs  in  Marriage 
was  a  fecond  ;  and  the  Right  to  one  Year's  Profits 
of  the  Eftate  upon  a  new  Entry,  which  was  called 
Relief,  was  a  third.     But  now  let  us  fee  how  every 
one  of  thefe  was  by  Law  regulated  and  burdened. 
In  the  firft  Place,  as  to  every  one   of  them,    the 
King  was  properly  but  Trujlee  for  the  Publick.,  and 
if  a  wrong  Ufe  was  made  of  the  Right,    or  the 
Profits  from  thence  arifmg  fquandered  away  among 
Eavourites,    or   applied    to    wicked   Purpofes,    the 
Parliament  had  a  Right  to  interpofe,  and  did  often 
punifh  Miniflers  for  advifing  fuch  a  Conduft.   With 
regard    to   fVardfiipy    the  Crown,    or   its  Grantee, 
was  obliged  to  maintain,  educate,  and  fupport  the 
Heir   according   to   his  Quality  j    to   fupport  the 
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Manor- Houfe,  Gardens,  Parks,  if^c.  and  to  an- 
fwer  and  fulfil  all  that  became  due  from  the  Manor 
or  Lordfhip  to  the  Publick. ;  fo  that  the  Heir  could 
fuffer  by  the  Wardfhip  no  other  Way  than  by  not 
having  the  Surplus  faved  and  preferved  for  his  Ufe 
againft  his  coming  of  Age,  nor  could  the  Grantee 
hope  to  get  much  by  this  Surplus,  unlefs  the  Eftate 
was  very  confiderable  •,  and  if  it  was,  the  Parlia- 
ment would  probably  take  Notice  of  it,  if  it  was 
granted  away  by  the  Crown  for  no  Con/tderation^  or 
for  a  bad  one. 

Then  as  to  Marriage.,  the  Crown  was  obliged  to 
offer  {uch  a  Match  as  was  agreeable  to  the  Quality 
of  the  Heir  or  Heirefs,  and  even  fuch  a  Match 
the  Heir  or  Heirefs  might  refufe  upon  paying,  in 
moft  Cafes,  but  a  very  fmall  Sum  of  Money  •,  and 
as  to  HeirefTes,  if  fhe  was  above  fourteen  at  the 
Death  of  her  Anceftor,  Aie  was  not  fubjedl  to  this 
Incident ;  fo  that  the  Crown  had  then  no  great  In- 
fluence in  difpofing  of  a  rich  Heirefs  in  Marriage, 
perhaps  not  fo  great  as  it  has  at  prefent  ;  tor  we 
now  find  the  Sons  of  Minijters  generally  married 
to  the  richefi  Heireffes.,  and  their  Daughters  to  the 
greatefl  Lords  in  the  Kingdom.  And  laftly,  as  to 
Reli^ef  it  fhews  great  Ignorance,  or  fomethiug  '■^orfe^ 
to  fuppofe,  that  it  could  have  an  Influence  upon 
the  Liberty  of  any  Subjed  -,  bccaufe  it  was  not  in 
all  Cafes  afcertained  by  Law,  and  was  generally 
but  a  mere  Trifle. 

Therefore  when  we  duly  confider  thefe  and  the 
other  Incidents  to  Tenure  by  Knights  Service,  we 
ihali  have  no  great  Reafon  to  admire  the  Wifdom 
of  thofe  who  abollflied  this  Tenure,  and  granted  to 
the  Crown  in  Lieu  of  it,  a  great  Revenue,  heredi- 
tary or  for  Life,  to  be  raifcd  upon  the  Body  of  the 
People,  and  by  Creatures  whom  it  could  create  and 
annihilate  ivhen  it  plcnfcd\  and  all  this  to  free  our 
landed  Gentlemen,  efpecially  oiu"  noble  and  great 
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Families  from  thofe  military  Seyjices^  and  other  Inci- 
dents, under  which  they  had  acquired  their  Eftates ; 
tho'  there  was  nothing  more  eafy  than  to  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  between  the  military  Services  and  other 
Incidents,  and  to  have  abolifhed  the  latter,  without 
©bolifhing  the  former,  which  at  all  Times,  "jvhether 
legally  dus  or  not^  they  ought  to  be  ready   to  per- 
form, for  the  Prefervation  of  themfelves  as  well  as 
their  Country.     Such  Services  every  Freeholder  was 
of  old  obliged  to  perform,  and  to  be  alucays  ready 
^rmed  for  that  Purpofe,  as  is  apparent  from  one  of 
'Edward  the  Confejfor^s  Lav>'s,  which  runs  in  thcfe 
Terms  :    Dehent  enird  univcrfi  Liberi  Homines^  &c, 
Jecundum  Feodum  fuum^  et  fecundum  Tenementa  fua^ 
arma  habere^   et  ilia  femper  prompta  confervare  ad 
Tuitionera   Regni,    et  fer-vitium  Dominorum  fuorura 
jtixta  Praceptuni  Dcmini  Regis  expkndum  et  peragen- 
dujn.     This  fhews,   that  military  Services  were  in 
Ufe  among   our   Anceftors   the  Saxons  as  well  as 
Normans;  and  whillt  thcfe  Services  were  kept  up, 
they  propagated  and  prcferved  fuch  a  martial  Spirit 
among  our  Nobility  atid  landed  Gentlemen  as  made 
them  the  Glory  of  their  Country,  and  its  Safeguard 
againft  foreign  Invaftons^  as  well  as  the  beft  Buckler 
for  defending  its  Liberties  againfi  the  Incroachments 
cf  the  Crown :  Whereas   fince  thefe  Services   were 
abolifhed,  that  martial  Spirit  has  been  converted  too 
generally  into  a  Spirit  of  Vanity,  Luxury,  or  Ava- 
rice, which  may  at  lafl  render  them  a  Nufance  to 
their  Country,  and  bring  them  into  fuch  Contemipt, 
that  the  Eftablifhment  of  arbitrary   Power  muft:  be 
the  neceffary  Confequence ;  for  when  the  antient, 
great,  and  rich  Families  of  a  Country  appear  gene- 
rally to  be  govern'd  by  nothing  but  their  Vanity, 
Luxury,  or  Avarice,  and  t:onfequently  become  con- 
temptible  to  the  Body  of  the  People,  it  becomes 
eafy  for  any  bold  and   artful   Invader  to   overturn 
the  beil  Conftitutior^  that  was  ever  framed.     Many 
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of  the  Patricians  and  great  Men  at  Rome  forefaw 
the  Danger  that  threatened  their  Commonwealth, 
by  putting  Julius  Cafar  at  the  Head  of  a  great 
Army,  and  giving  him  the  Government  of  Cifal- 
pine  as  well  as  Trarfalpine  Gaul :  They  would  have 
prevented  it  if  they  could,  but  the  great  Families 
at  Rome,  by  their  Behaviour  from  the  End  of  the 
fecond  Punic  War,  had  loft  a  great  deal  of  that  Re- 
fped  they  were  wont  to  have  among  the  People, 
and  had  not  therefore  Dignity  enough  to  ftem  the 
Torrent  of  thofe  ill-judged  Favours  which  Julius 
Cisfar^  by  Corruption  and  other  Means,  obtained 
from  the  Populace. 

Having   thus  fet  the   Danger  to  which  we  ar^ 
now  expofed  in  a  true  and  manifeft  Light,  and  ha- 
ving  fhewn  how  greatly  it  has  increafed,   beyond 
what  it  can  juftly  be  fuppofed  to  have  been,  at  any 
Time  before  the  Rejloration^  I  muft  fay,  that  confi- 
dering  what  num^^rous  and  what  plentiful  Boons  a 
Minijler  has   to   beftovv   upon  his  Slaves,  I  cannot 
but  admire  the  Virtue  and   publick  Spirit  of  my 
Countrymen,   which  of  late   {o   fuccefsfully   with- 
ftood  the  utriioft  Influence  of  the   Crown   in   moft 
of  our  Counties  and  great  Cities,  and  even  in  fome 
of  our   little  Boroughs  ;  but  when  I  confider,  that 
our  little  Boroughs  fend  up  a  good  deal  more  than 
one  Half  of  the   Houfe  of  Commons,  and  how 
eafy   it  is   to  make  the  Crown  Influence  prevail  in 
almoft  all  of  them,  againft  any  Perfonal  or  Familv 
Influence,    I    muft   conclude  it   impoflihle   for  the 
Country  Intercjl,  tho'  fupported  by  tlie  loudeft  and 
mcft  general  Complaints  among  the  People,    ever 
to   prevail   fo   far  as  to  fend  up  a  Majority  of  that 
Houfe,   without   fuch   a  Concurrence   of  Caufi.s  as 
happened  at  the  Choice  of  this  Parliament,   and 
very   probably    may    never   hap^-)en   again.     From 
hence  1  may,  with  great  Reafon,  fuppoic,  that  the 
Crown  has  it  now  in  its  Power,  by  a  proper  Appli- 
cation 
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cation  of  that  Influence  which  I  have  difcribed,  to 
have  always  a  Majority  of  minifierial  Creatures  and 
'Tools  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  that  unlefs 
this  be  efFedlually  prevented  in  this  miraculoujly 
chofen  Parliament,  the  Crown  will  always  hereafter 
have  the  abfolute  Direftion  of  both  Houfes. 

Upon  this  Suppofition  1  fhall  examine  the  Fences 
of  our  Conftitution  fet  M^fince  the  Rejtoration^  and 
fo  much  boafled  of  by   this   Author  •,    and   I   fhall 
fhew,   that  no  one  of  them  can  fignify  a  Rufh  for 
fecuring  either  our  Conftitution  or  the  Liberty  and 
Property  of  any  Man  in  England^  but  that,  not- 
withftanding  all  we  have  done,  or  can  then  do  any 
Manner  of  Way,  except  by  a  Mutiny  in  our  Army, 
our  Government  will  be  as  defpotick  a   Monarchy 
as  the  French  or  Turhjh  Monarchy  now  is,  or  as 
any  Monarchy  can  be.   I  believe,  it  will  be  granted, 
that  by  our  Conftitution  our  Government   is  a  li- 
mited Monarchy :  If  then  the  Power  of  the  King 
be  limited,  it  muft  be  limited  by  fome  other  Power  5 
for  to  fay  that  a  Power  is  limited  by  Laws,  v/ithout 
any  other  Power  capable  of  enforcing  rhe  Obfer- 
vance  of  thofe  Laws,  would  be  ridiculous.     Even 
the  moft  defpotick  Prince  is  limited  in  this  Manner: 
He  is  limited   by  the  Laws  of  God  and  Nature; 
but  as  there  is  no  human  Power  to  enforce  the  Ob- 
fervance  of  thofe  Laws,    we  find,    that   few   fuch 
Princes  fhew  any  Regard  to  them,   when  they  hap- 
pen   to  be  inconfiftent  with  their  Intereft  or  Faf- 
ftons.     Therefore,    the   Power  of  our  King  muft 
be  limited  by  fome  human  Power  exifting   fome- 
where  :  While  we  have  a  free  Parliament,  it  exifts 
in   the  Parliament,    by   their    having   a  Power   to 
punifh  any  Man   that  obeys  or  advifes  the  King 
contrary  to  Law.     When  we  have   no  tree  Parlia- 
ment, it  exifts  in  the  colteftive  Body   of  the  Peo- 
ple,  by  their  having  a  Right  to   refift   the  Crown 
when  it  ads  contrary  to  Law,  which  this  Author 
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acknowledges  they  have  a  Right  to  do ;  and  if 
they  have  fuch  a  Kighr,  they  may  do  every  Thing 
proper  for  rendering  that  Refinance  efFedtual  j  for 
as  this  Author  fays,  Data  faculiaie  datur  jus  fa- 
ctiltatem  tuendi.  * 

But  what  can  a  Parliament  fignify  ?  Can  it  limit 
the  Pciser  of  the  King  if  it  be  under  the  abfolute 
Diredion  of  the  King's  Miniflers  ?  Such  a  Parlia- 
ment would  be  worfe  than  no  Parliament  at  all, 
becaufe  it  would  give  Countenance  to  Tyranny, 
and  tho'  never  fo  corrupt,  tho'  never  fo  ille- 
gally and  corruptly  chofen,  it  would  furnifh  a  Pre- 
tence againft  the  People's  exercifing  their  Right  to 
Refiftance.  What  would  it  fignify  to  the  People, 
to  have  the  Principle  of  Refiftance,  and  of  making 
their  King  forfeit  his  Crown,  eftablifhed  by  Law,  -}" 
which,  as  to  Forfeiture,  I  muft  beg  this  Author's 
Leave  to  differ  with  him  in ;  for  it  was  not  efta- 
blifhed at  the  Revolution,  nor  has  been  by  any 
Law  fince.  But  fuppofe  the  Principle  of  Forfeiture 
as  well  as  Refiftance  were  eftablifhed  by  Law, 
what  would  the  Principle  fignify,  if  the  Sovereign 
fhould  be  always  provided  with  fuch  an  Army  as 
muft  render  Refiftance  impofllble,  or  at  leaft  ridicu- 
lous and  vain  ? 

I  believe,  it  will  be  likewife  granted,  that  the 
Life,  Liberty,  and  Property  of  every  Man  in  E)ig- 
latid  depends  upon  the  Integrity  of  our  Judges, 
and  Impartiality  of  our  Juries.  As  to  the  Inte- 
grity of  our  Judges,  Lxperience  has  convinced 
us,  that  it  very  much  depends  upon  their  being 
fecure  of  tlieir  Place*  during  Life*  But  what  will 
the  Dt'claration  of  our  Rights  mid  Liberties  in  this 
Refpe(5l,  made  at  the  Revolution,  fignify,  if  the 
Crown  can  ftop  a  Judge's  Salary  without  Danger  of 
any  Complaint  in  Parliament,  or  remove  him  by 
Addrefs  of  Parliament,   whenever  it  pleafes  ?  What 

will 
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Will  our  Habeas  Corpus  Ad:  fignify,  if  the  Judge 
applied  to,  may  upon  any  Pretence  refufe  it,  and 
that  Pretence  fhould  be  adjudged  to  be  a  juft  or  le- 
gal one  by  Parliament  as  well  as  by  his  fellow 
Judges  ?  What  will  all  our  Laws  againft  Corruption, 
and  other  undue  Practices  at  Eledlions  fignify,  if 
no  Judge  will  condemn,  and  confequently  no  Per- 
fon  profecute  the  Authors  of  fuch  Praftices  ?  What 
will  our  Trials  by  Jury  fignify,  if  the  King's  She- 
riffs be  impowered,  without  Danger,  to  pack  the 
Panel,  and  the  Jurymen  in  Danger  of  a  Profecu- 
tion  in  Parliament  if  they  acquit  ?  What  Benefit, 
what  Security  could  we  reap  from  our  Laws  or  our 
Innocence,  when,  if  Judges  and  Juries  fiiould  ap- 
pear a  little  fqueamifh  or  unruly,  the  Parliament  it- 
felf  would  com«  in  Aid  of  an  oppreflive  or  re- 
vengeful Court,  and  by  Impeachment,  Attainder, 
or  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  fupply  the  Defe6ts  of 
IVefiminJier-Hall  ? 

In  {hort,  a  dependent  and  mercenary  Parliament 
is  the  one  Thing  needful:  Grant  but  this,  and  we 
grant  all  that  can  be  defined  by  the  moft  ambitious, 
the  moft  tyrannical  Sovereign.  How  ridiculous 
then,  how  wicked  is  it  to  attempt  to  bamboozle  us 
with  a  long  Roll  of  the  Securities  we  have  acquired 
fince  the  Rejloration,  when  the  Qaeftion  now  is, 
about  an  Event  which  muft  render  every  one  of 
them  of  no  Effec5t  ?  And  when  I  come  to  anfwer 
my  fourth  Queftion,  I  fiiall  fiiew,  that  nothing  ef- 
fedtual,  nor  any  Thing  like  it,  has  as  yet  been  done 
by  our  new  Minifters,  for  guarding  againft  this 
fatal  Event ;  which  was  fo  far  from  being  provided 
againft  at  the  Revolution,  that  it  was  not  fo  much 
as  thought  of,  nor  any  Article  relating  to  it  inferted 
in  the  Declaration  of  our  Rights  and  Libei-ties. 
Will  any  Man,  who  confiders  this,  fay,  that  our  Go- 
vernment was  then  purged  of  all  Excrefcencies 
of  Prerogative  ?  Surely,  to  turn  the  Prerogative  the 
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Crown  has  of  difpofing  of  all  Pofts  and  Offices,  to- 
wards gaming  a  corrupt  Majority  in  Parliament,  is 
an  Excrefcence  of  the  moft  dangerous  Kind,  and 
ought  to  be  guarded  againft  by  jomething  more  than 
a  Declaration  \  for  'Declarations  have  ever  been 
found  of  very  little  Effed,  when  no  proper  Regu- 
lations are  made  for  preventing  their  being  broke 
thro'  or  evaded. 

Having  now  cleared  up  my  firft  Queftion,  and,  I 
hope,  to  a  Demonftration,  I  need  not  take  up 
much  Time  in  anfwering  the  other  three.  As  to 
the  fecond,  The  Pamphlets  and  Journals  patronized 
by  our  new  Minifters,  whilfl:  they  were  in  the  Op- 
pofition,  the  Speeches  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  the  Protefts  enter'd  upon  the  Journals 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  many  of  which  were  fign'd 
by  two  noble  Lords  now  in  high  Offices*,  will 
clear  up  this  Point  in  the  moft  authentick  Manner  ; 
and  as  they  are  in  every  Body's  Hand  I  need  not 
refer  to  them.  I  fhall  therefore  mention  only  the 
two  principal  Points  which  the  People  did,  and 
were  moft  induftrioufly  taught  to  expedl.  Befide 
the  Removal  of  the  then  Minifters,  and  a  Change 
of  Meafures,  the  People  were  taught  to  expedt  a 
ftri(5t  Inquiry  into  every  Branch  of  our  publick  Af- 
fairs, and  exemplary  Jujlice^  not  cruel  Revengey 
upon  all  thofe  that  ftiould  be  found  to  have  be- 
trayed their  Truft,  or  defrauded  the  Publick,  in 
order  to  terrify  all  future  Minifters  and  Tools  of  Mi- 
nifters^ from  being  guilty  of  the  like  Pra(5lices  ;  and 
this  the  People  have  at  all  Times  a  moft  juft  Title 
to  infift  on :  Nay  in  common  Prudence  they  ought 
to  infift  on  it  j  becaufe  they  can  never  expcift  their 
Affairs  to  be  duly  and  faithfully  adminifter'd  if 
publick  Offenders  be  not  deteded  and  puniftied. 

The  other  Point  which  the  People  were  taught 
to  expedl,  was  fome  effedual  Securities  againft   its 

F  being 
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Being  ever  hereafter  in  the  Power  of  any  wicked 
Minifter  to  attempt,  by  the  Money  and  Preroga- 
tives of  the  Crown,  to  fecure  a  corrupt  Majority  in 
Parliament.  That  this  had  been  attempted  they 
had  Reafon  to  fufpec^l,  and  the  Secret  Committee, 
notv/ithftanding  all  the  Obftrudions  thrown  in  their 
Way,  have  confirmed  this  Sufpicion.  For  this 
Purpofe  three  Lavv's  were  pro po fed,  and  patronized 
by  all  thofe  in  the  late  Oppofition,  either  by  their 
fpeaking  or  voting  in  Favour  of  them  :  I  mean,  the 
Pen/ion  BilU  the  Place  Bill,  and  the  Repeal  of  the 
Septennial  Atl  \  and  whatever  this  anonymous,  and, 
for  what  I  know,  obfcure  Author  may  pretend,  1 
am  confident,  none  a'i  our  new  Minifters  will  ac- 
knowledge, they  thereby  intended  to  impofe  upon 
and  deceive  the  People  •,  becaufe  they  have  fhewn, 
in  their  Writings  or  Speeches,  that  every  one  of 
the  three  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  for  preferving  our 
Conftitution  ag.iinft  that  corrupt  Influence,  which  I 
have  fhewn  to  be  fo  dangerous. 

But  this  Author  feems  to  infinuate,  in  a  Speech 
he  has  made  and  folded  into  his  Performance,  that 
neither  of  thefe  Points  could  be  obtained :  That 
the  Government,  by  which  I  fuppofe  he  means 
the  King,  would  not  confent  to  it,  and  that  Go- 
vernment neither  could,  would,  nor  ought  to  be 
taken  by  Storm.  I  agree  with  him,  that  this  is 
not  to  be  attem.pted,  when  there  is  any  other  pro- 
bable Way  of  redreflino;  the  Grievances  of  the 
Nation  ■,  but  when  there  plainly  appears  to  be  no 
other,  this  ought  and  muft  be  attempted  •,  and  the 
contrary,  I  am  fure,  would  be  a  very  inconfiflent 
Dodtrine  in  the  Mouth  of  any  Man  who  pretends 
to  be  a  Whig.  What,  muft  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons afk  the  King's  Leave  to  impeach  a  favourite 
Minifter  ?  Such  a  Thing  can  never  be  expedled 
without  fome  Sort  of  Compulfion,  and  if  a  Difap- 
pointment  liappen:?,   they  only  are  to  be  blamed, 
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who  break  a  Concert  by  which  alone  any  Compul* 
/ion  can  be  applied.  If  then  there  was  a  Concert 
among  all  thofe  in  the  Oppofition,  elpecially  the 
Leaders,  that  none  of  them  fliould  accept  of  any 
Port:  or  Employment  without  a  general  Confent^  as 
is  ftrongly  believed  there  was,  they  who  broke 
this  Concert  are  to  he  blamed  for  all  the  Difappoint- 
ments  that  afterwards  enfued.  Was  it  impracfticable 
or  abfurd  to  keep  fuch  a  Promife  ?  Was  it  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  fupply  the  late  Minifter's  Place, 
or  any  one  of  his  Places,  with  one  of  the  Heads 
of  the  Oppofition  ?  Might  not  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Office  have  been  carried  on,  by  appointing  one  of 
his  Creatures,  or  one  of  the  then  Placemen,  pro 
'tempore  ?  If  this  had  been  done,  the  Oppofition 
would  have  kept  entire,  and  would  foon  have  got 
the  Diredlion  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  as 
well  as  of  all  his  Majefty's  inferior  Councils :  They 
would  have  acquired  Strength,  they  would  have 
added  every  Day  to  their  Numbers  -,  and  in  this 
Cafe,  without  any  tedious  Inquiry,  I  am  convinced 
the  late  Minifter  would  have  been  impeached  in  a 
very  few  Days,  after  the  Adjournment  was  over. 
Nay,  his  advifing  fuch  an  Adjournment,  at  fuch 
a  critical  Seafon,  and  fome  Things  he  did  in  the 
Office  after  the  Adjournment  took  Place,  might 
perhaps  have  been  thought  good  Caufc  of  Im- 
peachment againll  him. 

This  Impeachment  even  the  King  himfelf  could 
jiot  have  put  a  Stop  to,  hut  by  a  DifTolution  or  Pro- 
rogation •,  and  no  Man,  I  believe,  would  have  had 
the  Courage  to  advife,  much  Icfs  concur  in  fuch  a 
Step.  To  advife  depriving  the  Nation  of  its  Wif- 
dom,  I  mean  its  Parliament,  when  the  Affiiirs  of 
Europe^  as  well  as  the  Affiiirs  of  this  Nation,  were 
in  fuch  a  ticklillv  and  dangerous  Situation,  would 
have  been  a  moft  heinous  Crime  -,  and  an  Advice 
which  his  Majefty  would  have  rejected  with  Dif- 
F  -J  dain, 
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dain,  becaufe,  as  the  Supplies  were  not  then  all 
granted,  nor  the  Mutiny  Bill  pafied,  it  muft  have 
thrown  the  Nation  into  Confulion;  This  no  Man 
who  knows  his  Majefty's  Wifdom  and  Prudence, 
will  fuppofe  he  would  have  done,  for  the  Sake  of 
any  Minifter  ;  nor  will  any  Man,  who  has  a  true 
Regard  for  his  Majefly's  Happinefs  and  Glory,  in- 
fuiuate,  that  there  was  the  leaft  Danger  of  his  be- 
having in  fuih  an  tinconfiitutional  Manner. 

If  he  had  behaved  in  fuch  a  Manner,  and  if  I 
were  to  argue  upon  the  Sentiments  of  a  certain 
youn^  Nobleman^  I  fhould  fiy,  that  fuch  a  Step 
might  have  forced  us  to  have  recourfe  to  a  Privi- 
lege provided  for  us  by  Magna  Charta,  which 
prefcribes,  That  in  Cafes  of  Extremity^  five  and 
twenty  Perfons  may  he  appointed  to  take  the  Regency 
into  their  Handi^  and  to  cxcrcife  the  higheft  Functions 
of  Government^  till  the  publuk  Grievances  he  totally 
redrejfed  * .  But  this,  I  am  convinced,  his  prefent 
Majefty  will  never  give  the  leafi;  Occafion  for,  as 
long  as  he  has  Minifters  that  dare  give  him  iincere 
Advice,  or  a  Parliament  honeft  enough  to  prevent 
their  daring  to  do  otherwife  ;  and  therefore  I  men^- 
tion  it  only  as  a  full  Anfwer  to  thofe  who  pretend, 
that  the  Nation  might  have  been  brought  into  Con- 
fufion  by  the  late  Cppofition's  adhering  faithfully 
to  one  another,  and  infifting  upon  every  Thing 
they  had  taught  the  People  to  expedc,  before  any 
of  them  had  accepted  either  of  Titles  or  Places 
from  the  Crown  If  they  had  infifted  upon  this, 
they  would,  I  believe,  have  obtained  it,  and  they 
might  then  with  great  Safety  have  left  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  new  Government  to  his  Majefty  •,  be- 
caufe, after  thefe  Things  had  been  obtained,  he 
could  have  had  no  Man  abo^it  him  that  would 
have  been  willing,  nor  would  any  Man  have  dared 
to  advife  him  to  make  fuch  a  Settlement  as  would 
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be  dlfagreeable  to  the  Nation,  or  to  engage  in  any 
Meafures  inconfiftent  with  the  true  Interefl  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  Sake,  either  of  enriching,  or  of 
gaining  any  little  Territory,  as  an  Addition  to  his 
Electoral  Dominions.  I  fay,  no  Man  would  have 
dared  to  give  any  fuch  Advice,  when  the  Punifh- 
ment  of  a  Minifter,  who  had  done  fo,  was  recent  in 
his  Memory,  and  when  he  could  have  no  Hopes 
of  gaining  a  Majority  in  Parliament,  either  by  Vio- 
lence or  Corruption. 

Now,  as  to  my  third  Queftion,  I  am  furprifed, 
how  any  Man,  that  confiders  the  Circumftances  of 
our  Court,  at  the  Time  this  Parliament  was  chofen, 
and  the  fmall  Majority  that  appeared  againft  the 
Adminiftratlon  at  its  firft  Meeting,  can  fuppofe, 
that  the  late  Change  was  brought  about  folcly  by 
any  Power  exifting  in  the  People.  I  hope,  it  will 
be  allowed,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  either  is,  or 
always  ought  to  be  a  Part  of  our  Court,  and  every 
one  knows,  that  he  mud  always  have  a  great  In- 
fluence in  Cornival!^  by  his  having  the  appointing 
of  the  Sheriff  of  that  County,  and  by  the  Pro- 
perty and  Powers  he  poffefles  there ;  but  our  late 
Minifter  had,  by  his  Imprudence,  feparated  his 
Royal  Highnefs  from  the  Court,  and  when  this 
Parliament  came  to  be  chofen,  he  found  it  impof- 
fible  to  bring  about  a  Reconciliation,  by  which  he 
loft  one  of  the  beft  Strings  in  the  minifterial  Bow. 
Hut  this  was  not  his  only  Imprudence  ;  tho*  he 
knew  that  Scotland  was,  and  had  always  fince  the 
Union  been  the  next  bcft  String  in  the  minifterial 
Bow,  yet  he  had,  but  a  little  while  before  this  Par- 
liament was  chofen,  difobliged,  and  detached  from 
his  Intereft,  a  noble  Duke  lately  deceafed,  who, 
he  knew,  had,  by  his  great  Abilities,  as  well  as  his 
high  Qiiality,  a  great  Influence  in  that  Part  of  the 
united  Kingdom.  When  he  faw  thefe  two  Interefts 
united  with  a  general  Dilcontcnt  among  the  People, 
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Jf  he  had  been  a  bold  Politician  as  well  as  a  cun-. 
ning  one,  he  would  certainly  have  refolved  to  have 
a  confiderable  Majority  of  his  Creatures  returned 
to  the  enfuing  Parliament,  by  Violence  and  open 
Injuftice,  if  he  had  found  he  could  not  truft  en- 
tirely to  Corruption  -,  and  if  the  fanie  Methods  had 
been  ufed  at  fome  other  Places,  as  were  made  ufe 
of  at  fVeJiminJlci\  and  the  fame  Sort  of  Sheriffs 
appointed  in  all  the  Counties  of  England^  as  were 
appointed  in  Somerfet  and  Femhrekejloire^  he  would 
have  fucceeded  in  this  Defign,  and  would  have 
{tz\-\  a  much  greater  Majority  returned  in  his  Fa- 
vour, than  afterwards  appeared  againft  him  ;  v.'hich 
Majority,  hy  the  modern  Praolice  of  iveeding^  and 
by  the  Defpair  of  all,  would  have  very  much  in- 
creafed  before  the  End  of  the  SefTion.  But  the 
Truth  was,  he  thought  the  Party  in  the  Oppo- 
fition  had  been  fo  much  difconcerted  and  divided, 
by  fome  of  them  oppofing,  and  others  deferting 
the  famous  Motion  in  the  preceding  SelTion,  for 
removing  him  from  the  King's  Councils,  that  it 
would  be  impofTible  for  them  to  a6l  with  any  Har- 
mony or  Unanimity  at  the  enfuing  Elections,  and 
that  confequently  he  had  no  Occafion  to  ftrerch 
the  Prerogative  to  its  utmoft,  or  to  ufe  any  extra- 
ordinary Means  for  gaining  a  Majority  in  the  en- 
fuing Parliament  ;  and  moreover,  his  Hopes  of 
purchafing  Members  i£hen  they  came  to  Market^  as 
he  himfelf  expreffed  it,  made  him  more  faving 
of  the  pubiick  Money  at  Eledlions  than  he  would 
otherwifc  have  been. 

Thefe  Confiderations  muft  convince  us,  that  the 
late  Change  in  the  Adminiitration  proceeded  en- 
tirelv  from  the  Imprudence  and  the  Pufillanimity  of 
the  Minifter  ;  an.d  when  we  confider  all  thefe  con- 
curring Caufes,  and  refied:,  that  the  Majority  againll: 
him,  upon  the  firft  extraordinary  trying  Queftion, 
I   mean   that   for  Chairman   of  the  Committee  oi 
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£]e(5lions,  confifted  but  of  four^  and  even  that 
Majority,  or  fome  Part  of  it,  perhaps  occafioned 
by  the  different  Charaders  of  the  two  oppofite 
Candidates,  we  muft:  conclude,  that  even  with  re- 
fpe(5l  to  Eledions,  the  Power  of  the  People  can 
never  counterbalance  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Cron'fiy 
"jvhen  firetcked  to  their  utmofi  Length  \  therefore,  if 
ever  the  Place-Bill  be  brought  in  again,  I  hope,  it 
will  be  made  to  extend  to  Elections^  as  well  as  Seats 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  •,  for  I  have  Ihewn,  that 
the  Crown's  gaining  a  corrupt  Influence  over  a  Ma- 
jority of  our  Eledlions,  is  more  dangerous  to  our 
Conftitution  than  its  gaining  fuch  an  Influence  over 
a  Majority  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and,  I  am 
fure,  [^  the  Power  of  the  People  be  not  a  Counter- 
balance for  that  of  the  Crown,  with  regard  to  Elec- 
tions^ they  have  no  other  Power  that  can  give  it  the 
leaji  Cheeky  efpecially  as  the  Crown  will  always  be, 
by  a  corrupt  Parliament,  provided  with  a  numerous 
ftanding  Army. 

I  come  now  to  my  fourth  and  laft  Queftion, 
which  is  to  examine  what  we  have  got  by  the  late 
Change,  how  we  got  it,  and  whether  it  is  like  to 
be  of  any  Advantage  to  us.  As  to  Minifters,  we 
have,  *tis  true,  got  fome  little  Change  -,  but  as  to 
Meafures,  1  fhall  fliew  we  have  got  none,  either  as 
to  foreign  or  domtftick,  or  at  leaft  that  the  Change 
that  has  happened,  with  regard  to  foreign,  did  not 
proceed  from  tlu"  late  Change  of  our  Adminiftra- 
tion,  hut  from  a  Change  in  the  Intererts  and  Views 
of  the  Court  of  Hanover.  It  is  now  generally  un- 
derftood,  and  as  generally  believed,  that  the  Inte- 
refts  and  Views  of  the  Kledtorate  of  H mover  have 
been  the  Pole  Star,  to  which  our  political  Needle 
has  pointed  ever  fuice  the  Acccflion  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty.  By  this  we  were  led  into  three  Wars,  one 
with  Sweden^  one  with  Alufcovy^  and  one  with 
Spain^  before  cur  late  Miniftcr  came  to  have  the 
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Diredlion  of  our  Adminiftration,  and  I  muft  do 
him  the  Juftice  to  fay,  that  he  at  firft  honeftly  op- 
pofed  our  being  fo  led  by  the  Nofe  into  unneceflary 
and  pernicious  Broils,  for  which  he  was  turned  out 
of  the  Adminiftration  foon  after  the  Acceflion-,  but 
juft  about  the  Time  of  his  Return,  fome  Difputes 
happened  between  the  Court  of  Vienna  and  the 
Court  of  Hanover^  in  relation  to  Mecklenherg^ 
Bremen  and  Verden^  which  raifed  the  Refentment  of 
the  latter  high  againft  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria.  The 
purfuing  of  this  Refentment  was  the  true  Touch- 
ftone  of  all  our  Politicks,  from  that  Time  to  the 
Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  as  I  could  demonftrate 
from  Fads,  Dates,  and  authentick  Papers.  This 
induced  us  to  make  a  feparate  and  a  fcandalous 
Peace  with  Spain  in  the  Year  1721:  This  threw  us 
into  the  Arms  of  France ;  and  this  brought  on  the 
Treaties  of  Hanover  and  Seville,  the  latter  of  which 
would  have  engaged  us  in  a  War,  in  Conjundlion 
with  France  and  Spain,  againft  the  Emperor,  if  our 
late  Minifter  had  not  thrown  this  Nation  headlong, 
and  without  the  necefiary  previous  Precautions, 
into  an  exprefs  and  general  Guaranty  of  the  Prag- 
matick  San^ion.  But  the  Refentment  of  Hanover 
did  not  end  here  :  The  fame  Caufe  induced  us  not 
to  oppofe,  perhaps  to  countenance,  the  Eledlion  of 
Stanijlaus,  and  to  for  fake  the  Emperor,  when  he 
was  moft  unjuftly  attack'd  on  account  of  his  op- 
pofing  that  hledion.  Nay,  this  Refentment  was 
at  the  Bottom  the  Caufe  of  our  fuffering  fo  many 
Indignities  from  Spo.in  \  becaufe  if  we  attempted  to 
refent  thofe  Indignities  in  a  proper  Manner,  we  had 
Reafon  to  fear,  that  France  would  join  with  Spain 
againft  us,  as  plainly  appeared  when  we  did  begin 
to  refent  them  -,  and  we  could  not  fafely  fall  out 
with  France  and  Spain  without  making  court  to  the 
Emperor,  which  the  Ref.-ntment  of  Hanover  would 
not  by  anv  Means  permit. 
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The  paclfick  Condudl  of  our  late  Minifter  did 
not  therefore  fo  much  proceed  from  his  Weaknefs 
or  his  Blunders,  as  from  his  being  obliged  to  dire(5t 
all  his  Meafures  by  the  Intereft,  the  Paffions,  and 
the  Views  of  the  Court  of  Hanover ;  and  he  had 
this  Advantage  of  his  PredecefTors,  perhaps  his 
Succeflbrs  too,  that  he  did  not  on  this  Account  in- 
volve the  Nation  in  War  and  Bloodllied.  The 
Meafures  of  his  Adminiftration  are  not  properly  to 
be  called  Warlike  or  Pacifick,  they  were  the  Mea- 
fures of  the  Court  of  Hanover ;  and  if  our  Mea- 
fures are  now  the  fame,  if  they  are  ftill  direded  by 
the  Hanover  Rudder,  that  Court  may  have  chang*d 
its  Meafures  but  we  have  not ;  fo  that  if  our  pre- 
fent  Meafures  are  more  adapted  to  the  Intereft  of 
this  Nation,  or  of  Europe^  it  is  not  owing  to  the  late 
Change  in  our  Adminiftration,  but  to  the  Views  of 
the  Court  of  Huiover's  happening  at  laft  to  coincide 
with  ours :  How  long  that  Coincidence  will  laft. 
Time  only  can  difcover. 

Let  us  now  inquire,  whether  we  have  any  Rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  the  Court  of  Hanover  has  lately 
changed  its  Meafures.  Upon  the  Death  of  the  late 
Emperor,  the  Refentment  of  that  Court  againft  tiie 
Court  of  Vienna  entirely  ceafcd,  and  the  King  of 
PruJJia*s  attacking  Sile^a  united  thefe  two  Courts  la 
one  common  Intereft,  the  former  to  prevent  an  Ag- 
grandizement of  the  Power  of  its  Neighbour  and 
Rival,  the  latter  to  prevent  any  Diminution  of  its 
own.  But  this  was  not  all,  the  Court  of  Hanover 
thought  it  had  got  an  Oppor  anity  to  extend  its 
own  Dominions  at  the  Ex^  iCe  of  tht  Pruffian  i 
and  upon  this  Plan  a  Schema  was  formed  for  an 
Alliance  between  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  Great 
Britain,  Holland,  and  Hanover,  in  order  to  attack 
Triiffia,  and  each  Party  to  hold  whatever  they 
fhould  conquer  duriug  the  War,     As  the  French 
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iiad  fo  lately,  and  fo  folemnly  guaranty'd  the  Pfag'> 
maiick  Sandtion^  the  Court  of  Hanover,  and  confe- 
quently  our  Court  ro  Way  fufpedted,  or  perhaps 
our  Fondnsfs  for  this  Scheme  prevented  our  fuf- 
pedling,  that  Francs  would  interfere  in  the  Affairs 
of  Germany  \  and  if  fhe  had  not,  fuch  an  Alliance 
might  certainly  have  parcelled  out  the  Prujfian  Do- 
minions at  Pleafure  -,  but  we  could  not  get  the 
Dutch  into  our  Scheme,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
declared,  ^hat  Jhe  contended  for  nothing  hut  to 
avoid  any  Prejudice  to  herfelf,  nor  defired  any  Share 
of  thofe  Advantages,  which  jnight  be  very  confi- 
dently hoped  f  A',  from  the  happy  Succefs  of  their 
Arms,  &c. 

That  fome  fuch  Scheme  as  this  was  formed,  and 
that  it  was  formed  here  at  London,  appears  plainly 
from  the  Papers  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
January  iSth,  1 741-2.  And  farther  it  appears, 
that  we  indulged  ourfelves  in  this  Scheme,  and  in 
the  Hopes  that  France  would  give  no  Interruption 
to  it,  till  the  Beginning  of  March  following,  during 
which  Time  the  Troops  of  Hancver  were  augment- 
ed, and  the  Danifh  and  Heffian  Troops  were  order- 
ed to  be  taken  into  Britifh  Pay.  During  this  In- 
terval we  fnewed  no  great  Anxiety  about  any  Ac- 
commodation between  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  gave  the  former  moft  e.^- 
prefs  Promifes  of  our  Alnfcance^  ;  whereas  if  we 
had  purfued  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain,  and, 
indeed,  the  Intereft:  of  Europe,  we  fhould  have  in- 
fifted  upon  her  giving  Satisfafrion  to  Prufp.a,  upon 
the  Plan  of  what  he  offered  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  War,  as  the  Condition  fine  qua  non  of  our 
giving  her  any  AITiftance.  But  about  the  Begin- 
ning of  March,  we  received  certain  Advices,  that 
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France  would  interfere  in  the  Affairs  of  Germany  \ 
that  fhe  would  afllft  the  Duke  oi' Bavaria  in  at- 
tacking the  Queen  o^  Hungary"'^  Gchitan  Domini- 
ons, and  the  Spaniards  in  attacking  her  Italian ; 
and  what  was  certainly  the  moft  dreadful  to  the 
Court  of  Hanover,  that  fhe  was  offering  veiy  ad- 
vantageous Terms  to  the  King  of  PruJJia,  in  order 
to  induce  him  to  join  in  the  Alliance.  Upon  this 
the  Court  of  Hanover  entirely  altered  its  Tone, 
and  of  courfe  our  Court  did  the  fame.  We 
preffed  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  make  it  up  at 
any  Rate  with  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  but  as  we,  at 
the  fame  Time,  promifed  her  our  Afiiffance  at  all 
Events,  fhe  gave  little  Heed  to  our  Solicitations. 
Thefe  Promifes  we  continued  till  iMonfieur  Maille- 
bois  arrived  with  his  Army  in  IFeJlphalia,  and 
forced  the  Court  of  Hanover  to  beg  a  Neutrality ; 
and  then  we  were  fo  far  from  performing  the  ablb- 
lute  Promifes  we  had  made  to  her  Hungarian  Ma- 
jefty,  that  we  permitted  our  declared  Enemies  the 
Spaniards  to  pafs  unmolefted  by  our  Squadrons,  in 
order  to  attack  her  in  Italy. 

As  the  Court  of  Hanover  had  been  thus  difap- 
pointed  in  their  favourite  Scheme,  by  the  Inter- 
vention of  France:  As  they  had  been  bullied  into 
a  Neutrality  by  Monficur  Maillehis's  Army's 
marching  up  almoft  to  their  Frontier ;  and  as 
they  had  been  moft  contemptuoully  talk'd  of  by 
the  French  Miniffers  at  foreign  Courts,  efpecially 
the  Hague,  on  Account  ot  this  very  Neutrality, 
this  could  not  but  raife  their  Refentment  againil 
the  Court  of  France,  and  from  that  Time  they 
certainly  were  watching  for  an  Opportunity  to 
wreck  their  Revenge  upon  that  Court.  'ihefc 
were  the  Circumllances  of  the  Court  ot  Hanover 
when  the  Change  happened  in  our  Adminilba- 
tion :  Thefe  were  lucky  Circumftances  for  Europe, 
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as  well  as  this  Nation,  if  a  proper  Ufe  had  been 
made  of  them,  becaufe  they  made  the  Views  of 
Hanover  coincide  with  the  Intereft  of  both  i  and 
therefore,  if  our  late  A4inifter  had  continued  in 
Power,  I  mud  fuppofe,  he  would.. have  taken  the 
firft  Opportunity  to  purfue  this  Refentment  againft 
France,  and  would,  perhaps,  have  purfued  it  with 
more  Addrefs,  and  lefs  Expence,  than  our  new 
Minifrcrs  have  done  ;  for  his  Abilities  are  known 
to  be  fuperior  to  any  of  theirs,  and  as  to  Cha- 
rader  for  Honefty  they  are  pretty  equal :  I  be- 
lieve none  of  them  will  facriiice  their  Country, 
if  they  can  thereby  propofe  no  Advantage  to 
themfelves,  which  is  the  utmoft  Degree  of  Ho- 
nefty, if  it  can  be  called  one,  that  I  can  from 
their  Conducl  allow,  either  to  the  old  Minifter, 
or  any  of  thofe  who  are  leading  Men  among  the 
new. 

Very  luckily  for  our  new  Minifters,  an  Acci- 
dent happened  foon  after  they  got  their  Pofts,  I 
cannot  fay  their  Power,  which  afforded  the  Court 
of  Hajw-ver  an  Opportunity  to  purfue  its  Refent- 
ment againft  Fratice,  and  our  Minifters  of  courfe 
an  Opportunity  of  falling  in  with  the  prevailing 
Humour  of  their  Country.  The  King  of  Pnijfia 
found  himfelf  fo  flighted,  and  ill  ufed  by  the 
French,  that  he  refolved  to  make  up  Matters  with 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  •,  and  the  hitter  finding  fhe 
could  exped:  nothing  effedtual  from  England^  as 
long  as  Ilancver  was  in  Danger  on  the  Side  of 
PruffJa,  as  well  as  Wejiphalia,  refolved  to  yield  any 
Thing  to  P'ntlfm.  I'hefe  mutual  Refolutions  foon 
brought  the  two  Courts  to  an  Agreement,  and  our 
Minifters  had  the  Honour  to  ad  as  Mediators, 
upon  which  they  have  ever  fince  plumed  them- 
felves, as  if  this  Agreement  had  been  the  Effect 
of  their  great  Addrefs.  If  they  had  brought 
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Prujfia  into  an  Alliance  againft  France^  they  might 
have  pretended  to  fome  Merit  -,  but  to  purchafe 
his  Neutrality,  after  he  had  been  highly  aflfronted 
by  the  French^  at  a  higher  Price  than  he  at  iirft 
offered  his  utmoft  Alfiftance,  or  to  bring  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  into  this  Agreement,  after  ihe 
plainly  faw  Ihe  would  infallibly  be  ruined  if  fhc 
did  not  accept  of  it,  furely  required  no  great  Ad- 
drefs  in  the  Mediators. 

As  this  Agreement  with  PruJfia  was  foon  after 
followed  by  another  with  Saxony,  and  both  their 
Troops  in  courfe  drawn  off,  the  Succefs  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary* s  Troops  againft  the  French  and 
Bavarians  extended  the  Views  of  the  Court  of 
Hanover,  and  gave  it  Hopes  of  being  able,  not 
only  to  purfue  its  Refentment  yet  farther  againft 
France,  but  by  making  itfelf  conliderable,  to  get 
fomething  by  the  Event  of  the  War,  which  was 
now  become  dubious.  This  gave  our  Minifters 
here  a  farther  Scope  for  indulging  the  prevailing 
Humour  among  the  People,  by  refolving  to  give 
fome  real  Affiftance  to  her//a«§-^m«Majefty,  both 
by  our  Troops  and  Squadrons  -,  and  this  our  late 
Minifter,  in  the  like  Circumftances,  would  cer- 
tainly have  done  as  well  as  they  -,  but  I  doubt  if 
he  would  have  gone  farther  :  I  doubt  if  he  would 
have  advifed  taking  any  Hanoverian  Troops  into 
our  Pay ;  and  my  Reafon  for  doubting  is,  becaufe 
be  was  in  the  Clofet ;  whereas  our  new  Minifters 
found  it  neceflary  either  to  propofe  or  agree  to 
this,  in  order  to  get  into  the  Clofet.  However,  as 
the  Court  of  Hanover  are  guided  by  their  Fears 
(which  feems  to  be  the  chief  governing  Pafllon) 
as  well  as  their  Refentments,  and  as  it  was  danger- 
ous for  that  Court  to  ad  againft  the  Emperor,  it 
was  refolved  to  fee  what  another  Year  would  pro- 
duce,   before   either  the  Britip,  Hanoverian,   or 
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Hejfian  Troops  fnould  enter  upon  Aclion  ;  .but  the 
taking  the  Hanoverian  Troops  into  Briiijh  Pay  was 
not,  upon  any  Account,  to  be  delayed.  To  fur- 
nifh  a  Pretence  for  this,  the  Britijh  Troops  were 
lent  to  Flanders^  and  the  Hanoverians  and  Hejjians 
were  to  march  from  Germany  to  join  them,  though. 
it  was  known,  from  what  the  Dutch  had  de- 
clared, that  they  could  be  of  no  Ufe  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  till  they  marched  back  again 
to  Germany. 

I  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  the  Honour  of 
having  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  in  our  Pay, 
at  a  moil  monftrous  Price,  is  all,  with  refpeft  to 
foreign  Affairs,  that  we  have  got  by  the  late 
Change  in  our  Adminiftration.  I  fay,  a  mon- 
ftrous Price,  for  though  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
is  not  to  pay  the  Elector  of  Hanover  any  Subfidy, 
as  this  Author  cunningly  obferves,  yet  this  is  fully 
compenfated  by  the  Levy  Money  i  and  I  muft 
obferve,  that  in  1702,  we  paid  neither  Subfidy 
nor  Levy  Money  for  the  Hanoverians  we  then  took 
into  our  Pay,  and  we  then  paid,  fuppofing  at  the 
prefent  Rate  of  Exchange,  but  98,819/.  Sterling 
for  ten  thoufand  Hanoverians  for  one  Campaign  *, 
whereas  we  now  Pay  657,888/.  Sterling  for  ilxteen 
thoufand  Hanoverians  for  one  Campaign  ;  for  I 
will  ftill  fay,  we  had  no  Occafion  to  have  taken 
them  into  our  Pay  till  the  Beginning  of  laft  Sum- 
mer, becaufe  it  was  ridiculous  to  affemble  an  Ar-^ 
my  in  Flanders^  in  order  to  aft  in  Germany.,  and 
ftill  more  ridiculous  to  alTemble  them  in  Flanders 
eight  Months  before  they  could  ad  any  where. 

As  this  is  all  we  have  got  by  the  late  Change  in 
our  Adminiftration,  I  am  lure  we  cannot  fay  we 
have  reaped,    or  can  reap  any  Advantage   from 
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it  •,  for  if  we  have  fuch  Succefs  in  the  War,  as  to 
reap  any  Advantage  from  it  by  our  Viflories, 
which  is  feldom  our  Cafe,  it  is  to  be  imputed 
to  the  late  new  Turn  given  to  the  Refentments  of 
Hanover^  and  not  to  our  new  Miniftcrs ;  becaufe 
if  the  French  Court,  inftead  of  bullying  Hanover 
into  their  Meafures,  had  thought  of  adding  fome 
little  Territory  to  that  Eleflorate,  it  is  apparent, 
from  the  Condudt  of  our  new  Miniftcrs  ever  fince 
they  were  preferred,  and  from  the  Methods  they 
took  to  be  preferred,  that  they  would  have  beeil 
as  far  from  oppofing  or  counter-a6ling  the  Views 
of  the  Court  of  Hanover  as  ever  the  old  was,  and 
if  that  Court  had  been  to  have  a  Share  in  the  Par- 
tition made  of  Germany  by  the  French,  I  believe, 
they  would  have  been  very  far  from  having  any 
Views  of  afTifting  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary^  or  op- 
pofing that  Partition.  But  when  fuch  a  Par- 
tition was  under  Confideration,  to  negle(5l  them 
<=ntircly,  to  bully  them  into  it  without  the  leaft 
Share,  and  to  make  a  Joke  of  them  after  it  was 
done,  v/as  an  unpardonable  Infult,  efpecially  as 
they  had  Great  Britain  to  back  them  in  their  Re- 
fentments. 

This  is  the  true  Caufe  of  any  Share  we  have 
yet  taken,  or  may  be  obliged  to  take  in  the  pre- 
fent  War  in  Germany,  let  the  Confequcnce  be  what 
it  will.  I  wifli  it  m.ay  be  fuccefsful  •,  but  if  it  is  not, 
our  new  Miniftcrs  are  alone  to  blame.  If  they 
had  ftood  by  their  old  Friends,  till  Satisfaction  had 
been  given  to  a  much  injured  People,  and  the 
Nation  taken  out  of  foreign  L.cading-ftrings,  by 
the  Settlement  of  a  national  Adminiftration,  the 
'Dutch  would  have  joined  finccrcly  and  heartily 
with  us,  becaufe  they  could  have  put  Confidence 
in  this  Nation,  when  governed  by  domeftick  and 
popular  Councils  i  but  they  can  put  no  Confidence 
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in  us,  when  governed  by  foreign  Councils  that  are 
both  hated  and  defpifed  by  the  People :  If  our 
Armies  had  been  under  no  Influence  but  'True 
EngliJIj^  the  Dutch  Troops  would  not  have  been 
prevented  from  incamping  in  a  Line  with  the  other 
allied  Troops,  by  pretending  to  make  them  yield 
the  Pojl  of  Honour^  not  only  to  the  Hanover  Troops 
in  BritiJJj  Pay,  but  even  to  the  Troops  of  Hanover 
that  ferved  there  as  Ele5ioral  Troops.  The  King 
of  Pruffia  would  have  joined  with  us,  becaufe  he 
could  have  put  Confidence  in  the  Guaranty  of 
Great  Britain^  when  governed  by  Britifh  Councils  j 
but  he  can  put  no  Confidence  in  thofe  Councils, 
which  were  but  htely  fanning  Schemes  for  difpof- 
fefllng  him  of  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Domini- 
ons. In  Ihort,  when  Britiflj  Councils  are  governed 
by  Britifh  Influence  alone,  every  Sovereign  State 
in  Europe  will  readily  join  with  us,  in  putting 
down  the  Power  of  any  one  State  that  becomes 
formidable  to  ail  the  reft  ;  becaufe,  as  it  is  againft 
our  Interefi  to  have  any  Dominions  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, they  can  never  be  apprehenfive  of  our  de- 
ftgning  to  incroach  upon  any  of  them.  Whereas 
when  our  Councils  are  but  fufpeded  of  being  un- 
der the  Influence  of  any  foreign  State,  all  the 
Neighbours  of  that  foreign  State  will  be  jealous 
of  us,  and  apprehenfive,  lefi  the  Riches  and  Power 
of  Great  Britain  Jhould  be  turned  towards  extending 
the  Dominions  of  that  foreign  State,  hy  which  our 
Councils  are  fuppofed  to  he  directed  \  and  I  heartily 
wifli  this  very  Jealoufy  may  not  at  p  refent  detach 
from  our  Intereft,  not  only  the  King  of  Pruffia^ 
but  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden,  and  the  potent  Em- 
pire of  Rujfia.  This  fhews  how  neceflTary  it  was 
for  us  to  have  eftablifhed  a  national  and  independent 
Jdminijiration,  before  wc  took  any  Part  in  the  pre- 
fent  War :   If  we  had,   we  might  very  probably 
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have  been  able  to  form  a  Confederacy  that  would 
have  commanded  Succefs^  unlefs  Providence  had  de- 
clared againll  us,  which,  in  fo  jull  a  Caufe,  we 
had  no  Reafon  to  fear,  efpecially  as  our  Armies 
would  have  been  commanded  by  the  bejt  Gene- 
rals^ and  our  Councils  directed  by  the  hefi  and  -wifcji 
Men  in  the  Nation. 

Now  with  Regard  to  domeftick  Affairs,  what 
have  we  got  by  the  late  Change  ?  We  have  got  a 
Law  for  excluding  two  or  three  Dozen^  call  it  two 
or  three  hundred  Placemen  from  Seats  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  :  Even  this  infignificant  Boon  we  goc 
not  by  Means  of  any  of  thofe  who  can  be  called 
new  Miniflers.  The  Bill  was  brought  in  to  give 
fome  Sort  of  Satisfaction  to  a  Gentleman,  fince 
advanced  to  the  Peerage,  who  now  finds,  or,  I  am 
fure,  ought  to  find,  that  he  has  been  betrayed  by 
thofe  in  whom  he  put  his  greatejl  Trujt.  When  all 
Placemen  have  iVill  Votes  at  Eledlions,  when  the 
Crown  has  ten  thoufand  Placemen,  befide  thofe 
excluded  by  former  Laws,  who  may  by  its  Influ- 
ence be  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  will 
any  one  fay,  that  the  excluding  of  tzvo  or  three 
Dozcny  or  even  two  or  three  hundred  of  them,  can 
be  the  leafl  Shadow  of  a  Security  againft  the 
Crown's  having  a  corrupt  Majority  in  that  Houfe? 
Yet  this  is  the  only  Security  we  have  got  from 
thofe,  who  for  m.any  Years  have  been  prophaning 
the  facred  Name  of  Patriotifm,  for  no  other  End 
than  to  grafp  at  Power  •,  therefore,  glad  I  am  to 
hear,  that  when  they  thought  they  had  got  it, 
they  found  they  grafped  nothing  but  a  Shadow  -, 
and,  I  believe,  the  whole  Nation  will  join  with 
me  in  Joy,  and  in  applying  to  them  the  Quota- 
tion with  which  this  Author  concludes  his  tedious 
Performance.  As  all  the  other  falfc  luuls  and  falftr 
Reafonings  contained  in  this  great  Bool\  which  in- 
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deed  confifts  of  nothing  elfe,  have  already  beert 
fuily  anfwered,  cfpecially  in  the  Pamphlet,  intitled,. 
A  'Defence  of  the  People^  &c.  I  fhall  conclude  with 
explaining  the  Difference  between  Party  and  Fac- 
tion^, which  this  JJoallow-pated  Politician  does  not 
feem  to  underlla-nd,  though  he  pretends  to  be  a- 
Deteofoi'  of  Fa^ion.  A  Party  is,,  wh.en  a  great 
Number  of  Men  join  together  in  fr  of  effing  a  Prin- 
dplcy  or  Sel  of  Principles,  which  tliey  take  to  be 
for  the  ptiblick  Good^  and  therefore  endeavour  to 
have  them  eilabhrned  and  univerfally  profeffed 
among  their  Countrymen.  Fa^fion  again  is,  when. 
3  Number  of  Men  unite  together  for  their  own 
friimi€  Advantage,  in  order  to  force  themfelves: 
wito  Power,  or  ro  continue  theiiiielves  in  Power 
after'  they  have  once  got  in.  From  hence  one 
may  fee,  that  a  Set  of  Minifiers,  or  a  Prime  Mini- 
Jier  and  his  '■Tcolsy  may  be  a  Fafricn  •,  I  believe  they 
generally  are  fo,  and  I  appeal  to  the  Reader  if 
ftich  a  Faction  is  not  more  likely  to  be  made 
up  of  fuch  Men  as  this  Author  defcribes  in 
his  fecond  Page,  than  any  Oppofition  whatever ; 
becaufe  the  former  can  give  prefent  Re'wards,  the 
latter  nothing  but  dijrant  Hopes-,  and  every  Rogue 
knows,  that  a  Bird   in  Hand  is  worth  two  in  the 


We  may  likewife  from  thefe  Definitions  fee, 
that  a  Partyman,  properly  fo  called,  may  be  a 
very  honeil  Man,  and  a  good  Countryman,  tho' 
miftaken  in  his  Principle  -,  whereas  a  taftious  Man 
can  never  be  an  honeft  Man,  or  a  good  Country- 
man ;  but  as  tadtious  Men  would  certainly  lofe 
their  End  if  they  declared  their  Motive,  they 
therefore  always  rank  themfelves  under  the  Ban- 
ner of  fome  Party,  and  confequently  it  is  very 
difficult  to  determme ;  at  the  very  Time  of  Ac- 
tion it  is,  indeed,  impoffible  to  determine,  whe- 
ther 
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ther  a  Man  be  a  Party  man,  or  a  fautious  Man  ', 
but  by  the  whole  Tenor  of  a  Man's  Conduft,  it 
may  be  with  great  Certainty  determined  •,  for  a 
Partyman  never  dcferts  his  Principle  as  long  as 
he  thinks  it  for  the  publick  Good^  but  immediately 
does,  as  foon  as  by  Experience  he  finds  it  to  be 
deftnid::ve  of  the  publick  Good:  Whereas  a  fa6ti- 
ons  'Man  will  purfue  the  Principle  he  has  prcfejfed 
to  the  DeJiritSfion  of  his  Country ,  if  he  finds  he 
can  no  other  Way  arrive  at,  or  retain  Power  •,  but 
when  he  finds  he  can  attain  either  of  thefe  Ends, 
by  deferting  the  Principle  he  before  prcfejfed^  he 
does  it  without  Ceremony,  and  very  oit^rn  de- 
clares himll'lf  openly  of  a  ccntrcry  Principle  or 
party. 

The  high  Pretences  to  Prerogative  fct  up  by 
King  James  the  Firfi,    formed   thole   two   Partie^i, 
which   Were  in   the   next  Reign  dillinguilhed  by 
the  Names  of  Roundhead  and  Cavalier^  and  in  the 
following  Reign  by  the  Names  ot  IFhig  and  I'ory : 
Thefe  two  Parties  had  each  a  plaufihle  Principle.,  as 
the  Foundation  and  Criterion  of  their  Party  :  The 
Whigs^  prqfefTed  Liberty.,   the  Tories  "Loyalty.,  with- 
out confidcring  that  thefe  two  Pimciples  are  very 
confident  :    Nay,  a  late  Author  has  undertaiven  to 
'fhew,  tjhat  neither  can  fubfill  without  the  other  *  ; 
TKe  two  Parties  having  thus  fct  up  diftind  Ban- 
nei;i,   factious  Men  have  ever  fince  ranged   them- 
felves  under  one  or  other  of  thefe  two  Banners  \ 
and    therefore    neither    Party    is    anfwerable    for 
what  is  done  by  the  fadious  Men  amongft  them. 
"The   fadious  Men   among  the  Wings  overturned 
our  Conftitution  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Firft.,    and    were    therefore    defcrted    by    all    true 
Roundheads,  or  fVhigs.,  who  joined  in  calling  home 
H  2  King 
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King  Charles  the  Second.  The  iadlious  Men  a* 
mong  the  Tories  had  very  near  done  the  fame  in 
the  Reign  of  Jatnes  the  Second,  and  were  therefore 
deferted  by  all  true  Tories.,  who  joined  in  calling 
over  the  Prince  of  Orange.  For  this  Reafon, 
both  Parties  ought  to  be  iealous  of  their  Lead- 
ers, and  take  Care,  that  they  do  not  lead  them 
into  Extremes ;  for  factious  Men,  let  them  profefs 
what  they  pleafe,  will  always  be  for  ingrolTing 
Power,  and  Whig-Leaders  have  once  already,  un- 
der the  Pretence  of  Liberty.,  introduced  Slavery. 
Therefore,  the  Whigs  in  particular  ought  to  be 
jealous  of  their  Leaders,  efpecially  after  they 
have  got  Poffeffion  of  Power  •,  for  ever  fince 
thefe  two  Parties  began  to  be  diftinguifhed,  our 
Hiifories  will  inform  us,  that  thofe  in  Power  will 
be  for  preferving  and  even  extending  it,  and  that 
Whigs,  when  they  became  Minifters,  have  always 
been  for  preferving,  and  even  extending  the 
Power  of  the  Crown  ;  which  may  convince  us, 
that  cur  Liberties  are  not  a  Bit  the  mere  fecure.,  be- 
caufe  thofe  who  formerly  called  themfehes  Whigs  are 
employed  in  the  Jdminif  ration.  ^ 

I  iliall  not  pretend  to  vindicate  the  Conduct  of 
either  of  thefe  two  Parties,  becaufe  they,  or  at 
^feail  the  factious  Men  among  them,  have  been 
"both  in  their  Turns  to  blame,  and  as  it  happens 
in  all  Contentions,  by  their  mutual  Violence  they 
have  often  drove  each  other  to  Extremes,  for  their 
Principles  may  be  eafily  reconciled :  Paffive-Obe- 
dicnce  and  Non-Refiftance  is  due  to  the  fuprerae 
Power  of  every  Society ;  but  as  the  fupreme 
'Power  of  this  Society  does  not  belong  to  the 
King,  but  to  the  three  Branches  of  our  Legifla- 
ture,  therefore  he  may,  and  ought  to  be  refifted, 
when  lie  pretends  to  excrcifc  a  Power  which  does 
not  belong  to  him,  or  deprives  us  of  a  free  and 
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Independent  Parliament,  which  is  the  only  Me- 
thod whereby  we  can  have  a  legal  Rcdrefs  of  any 
Grievance.  For  this  Reafon,  I  fay,  I  lliall  not  pre- 
tend to  juftify  the  Condud  of  either  Party  -,  but  as 
this  Author  has  thrown  out  fuch  a  deal  of  fcurrilous 
Language  againft  the  Tories,  I  muft  inform  him, 
that  a  very  great  Man  among  the  JVhigSy  and  % 
much  better  Judge  than  he,  faid  fome  Years  ago 
of  the  Tories,  that  they  had  always  fupported  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crcjjn  ivith  Honour,  and  the  Li- 
berties of  their  Country  ivith  Difcretion  ;  and  I  will 
add  this  Encomium  upon  the  Gentlemen  now  af- 
fefbed  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  Ton'eSy 
that  they  have  had  no  Share  in  the  AdjyJniJiration  for 
twenty-nine  Tears  paji,  and  have  been  reviled  by  one 
who  fets  himfelf  up  as  an  Advocate  for  Corruption. 

Let  this  voluminous  Author  therefore  give  what 
Names  he  pleafes,  I  believe,  he  will  find  it  hard 
to  convince  any  true  ft^ig,  that  there  is  now  fuch 
a  Thing  as  a  Tory -Party  fubfifting.  Is  there  now 
any  one  Man  in  the  Kingdom  that  profeifcs  the 
Principle  of  PafTive-Obedience  and  Non-Refiftance, 
as  formerly  profcfled  and  inculcated  by  ambitious 
Churchmen  ?  Is  it  not  ridiculed  by  every  one  of 
thofe  whom  fuch  Gentlemen  as  this  affedl  to  call 
Tories  ?  There  is  therefore  no  Party  now  in  this 
Kingdom  :  All  honeft  Men  are  united  in  this 
Principle,  That  the  Door  ought  to  be  Ihut  againii 
Slavery,  let  it  approach  in  what  Difguife  it  will.  But 
there  is  a  Failion  amongfl:  us,  who,  under  Pre- 
tence of  fupporting  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
are  for  introducing  Slavery,  the  very  word  Sort  ot 
Slavery,  corrupt  Hanoverian  Shrjery.  If  the  ab- 
folute  and  arbitrary  Power  the  Crown  now  has 
over  almoft  all  the  Pods  and  Employments  in  the 
publick  Service  is  not  carefully  limited  and  regu- 
lated, we  fhall,  we  muft  be  Slaves,  Slaves  go- 
verned 
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rerned'by  Hanoverian  Councils,  and  thofe  Councils 
fupported,  and  their  Decrees  enforced  by  a  corrttpt 
Majority  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.    This 
is  a  Principle  which  the  Fadlion  dare  not  own,  but: 
the  Eftablifhment  of  this  Principle  will  be  the 
certain  Confequence  of  the  Principle  they  profeft. 
The  Principle  they  profefs,  which  is  that  of  pre- 
venting any  Limitation's  being  put  upon  the  mofl 
dangerous  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  if  it  be  any 
Thing,  is  a  ^ory  Principle.     Let  them  therefore 
abjure  the  Name  of  Whig ;  Jet  them  aflume  the 
Name  which  truly  belongs  to  them :  Hanoverians 
is  by  far  too  good  a  Name  for  them  :    Slave  itfelf 
is  too  good  >a  Name,   becaufe  moft  Men  that  are 
Slaves,  are  made  fo  by  Compulfion ;  but  thefe  make 
a  -voluntary  Surrender  of  their  Freedom,  for  the 
Sake  of  fatisfying  their  Vanity,  Luxury,  or  Ava- 
rice •,   let  them  therefore  be  called  corrupt  Slaves : 
Corrupt  Hanoverian  Slaves, 


FINIS, 


ERRATA. 

PAGE  26,  1.  26.  dele  the  Comma^  and  for  or,x.ofi  p.  31, 
1.  14.  for  Relids,  r.  Reliefs;  p.  34,  1.  19.  for  anJ,  r.  or;  p. 
35, 1.  27,  dele  not ;  p.  48, 1.  8.  for  Mecklcnberj^t  r.  Mecklenburg  j 
.p.  56,  1  l8.  for  pitting,  r,  pulling.  -- 


^g^^x 


).u  ^i^  >'- 


S'-'^J'i 


